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Major Trinity high-rise development
approved at Rideau and Chapel

Robert Tritt

25-storey development
takes advantage of the
new density transfer
concept

On February 10, City
Council approved in
principle a large devel-
opment that will see
two 25-storey residen-
tial towers built above
a large, two-level retail
shopping centre on the
site of the former Con-
gregation Beth Shalom
Synagogue at Rideau
and Chapel St. It is the
first of several new
mixed-use develop-
ments that are expected
to come forward as a re-
sult of a new Commu-
nity Development Plan
(CDP) adopted last fall
for Uptown Rideau St.

Trinity, which is be-
hind the new development at
Lansdowne Park, first submitted
an application to develop the site
in 2014. The recently-approved
application is a scaled-back ver-
sion of Trinity’s first application
and is in line with the provisions
of the new CDP.

The development has 850 resi-
dential units in the two towers
and 80,000sqf of retail space. The
project takes advantage of the
new CDP’s controversial concept
of “density transfer,” which al-
lows for towers exceeding nine
storeys under certain conditions,
including setting aside additional
public space. As is required by the
CDP provisions, the development
includes a public park at the cor-
ner of Beausoleil, a public plaza at
corner of Rideau and Chapel and
new landscaping features along
Chapel St.

For the retail space, the pro-
posed tenants are a liquor store on
the ground level, a food store and

retail on the second level, and a
Dollar store in the lower level.

The most controversial aspect
of the project is its proposal to
re-open to traffic the cul-de-sac
at Beausoleil and Chapel. Trinity
argues that the recent redesign of
Rideau St. makes it impractical for
residents, retail shoppers or deliv-
ery vehicles to access the site only
from Rideau St. and that traffic
also must also be allowed to turn
onto Chapel from Beausoleil.

Residents concerned about open-
ing Chapel-Beausoleil cul-de-sac

Residents of Sandy Hill fear that
opening the intersection at Beau-
soleil will encourage cut-through
traffic, especially by north-bound
commuters using Chapel St. as
an alternative route between the
Queensway and the MacKenzie
King Bridge. Others are concerned
about the impact that opening the
intersection will have on children
attending the nearby York Street

An architectural rendering shows the two high-rise towers lined along Chapel Street. The towers will house
850 condos and the lower levels will have 80,000sqf of retail space.

source: trinity-group.com

and Ste-Anne public schools, par-
ticularly because of the large de-
livery vehicles that will need to
access the site.

In a 2015 letter to the City plan-
ner, Action Sandy Hill submits
that “we have observed that over
half of traffic currently on Chapel
St. in the PM peak is Quebec-plat-
ed traffic heading back towards
Quebec. Much of this traffic would
find an opened Chapel-Beausoleil
intersection as an attractive route
to the Macdonald-Cartier Bridge.
In the study, the [Trinity] consul-
tant has made no attempt to quan-
tify this. Similarly, the consultant
did not consider the traffic on
Nelson St., the only other street
opened to the north of Rideau St.
This street currently carries a vol-
ume of traffic many times higher
than what the consultant predicts
for Chapel-Beausoleil and over
50% of this is Quebec plated traf-

continues on page 14
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Call for volunteers

The Lowertown Community Association
is looking for volunteers to help with
advertising sales and invoicing for The
Echo. We need people plugged into the
community and connected to businesses.

We also need volunteers to help deliver
The Echo on a regular basis to coffee-
shops, market businesses, community
centres and other public spaces.

To volunteer, contact us at:
echo@lowertown-basseville.ca
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Michelle Ramsay

Let's start with something
sweet. Lindt Canada has
opened a Chocolate Shop
and Café at The Bay, just
inside the George Street entrance. The café
is full service, offering beverages, pastries,
sandwiches and desserts.

The addition of Lindt to the ByWard Market
may earn us the title of Sweetest Spot in
Ottawa—if not Canada. Our four-blocks-
square heritage district is home to four other
chocolate shops, including: Cylie Artisans
Chocolatiers (204 Dalhousie Street), Choco-
laterie Bernard Callebaut (256 Dalhousie),
Stubbe Chocolates (375 Dalhousie), and

the Rocky Mountain Chocolate Factory (55
ByWard Market Square). We also host a
chocolate-inspired restaurant, Cacao 70 (51-
53 William Street), a candy shop called Sugar
Mountain (71 William), dessert destinations
Oh So Good (25 York) and Memories (136 St.
Patrick) and the iconic BeaverTails cabin (69
George Street).

ByWard Moves

The northeast corner of the Market has a new
'local’ with Irish flavour. The new bar, Brigid's
Well, is located in the basement of St. Brigid's
Centre for the Arts at 179 Murray Street. If
you want to check it out, use the Cumberland
Street entrance.

Both Stella Osteria (81 Clarence Street) and
Lapointe Fish Restaurant (55 York Street)
were closed for a couple of weeks this past
month, undergoing renovations. We are
looking forward to seeing their transformed
spaces.

Bang-0n custom t-shirt shop moved from 31
York Street to 11 William, the former premises
of Frou Frou boutique. Next door, where the
Sassy Bead Company used to live, the bubble
tea shop that has been moving in for months
has put up a sign. Now we know it will be
called My Sweet Tea. Still don't know when it
will open.

On Clarence Street, at number 120 we lost
Bertholiny clothing boutique, replaced by
VaperTown, and at number 47, the Empire
restaurant. It's rumoured that the Empire will
be replaced by a pub.

Lowertown Community Association meetings

The Lowertown Community Association meets on the second Monday of each month.
Meetings are held from 7 to 9 pm. Upcoming meetings:

March 14 at the Jules Morin Park Fieldhouse, located at 400 Clarence St.
April 11 at the Routhier Community center, located at 172 Guigues Ave.

May 9 Annual General Meeting at the Jules Morin Park Fieldhouse, 400 Clarence St. - starting at 6pm.

LCA President's letter

-~ &
N Dear neighbours,
¢ M

Recently I was reminded of what a fan-
tastic community we have. Together with
many of you, I was at a special meeting
of the LCA focused on reducing crime
and enhancing safety and security. Many
volunteers had worked long and hard
to prepare the meeting, review statistics
and documentation, advocate for open
crime data and invite panelists to share
their views with us. All of the presenta-
tions were of high quality, and the per-
spectives thoughtful. So were the partici-
pants. While it could have left me feeling
negative, tinged with a sense of fear or
dismay, it was the opposite. Panelists and
participants alike shared their passion for
our community, acknowledging that it is
unique in the combination of residents,
bars, restaurants and other entertainment,
businesses, a university of thousands of
students, tourists, homeless shelters, riv-
ers and parks, and that we cherish this
vibrant diversity. I was struck by Fathiya
Warsame’s presentation about the Our
Home project of the Lowertown Com-
munity Resource Centre, as she explained
how they work with residents to create
spaces where people feel welcome, and
focus on positive uses of space and as-
pects of community. The room brimmed
with the creative ideas of residents eager
to help identify solutions and not just sit
back, complain and wait for someone else
to address their concerns. While each of
us may have differing primary concerns,
bringing together this spirit to advance
solutions warms my heart so often.

In these pages you will find some of the
incredible work of your neighbours. To
highlight a few:

Nancy Chenier and Liz Mackenzie led
members of the Heritage Committee to
fight creatively, constructively and val-
iantly to save two Lowertown Heritage

Liz Bernstein, LCA president

buildings this month. While Council did
not save the buildings, the way they lead
the challenge taught us all so much, and
we know the struggle continues. Read
more about it on pages 3 and 11.

Peter Ferguson and Mario Gasperetti
led many active members of the Planning
Committee to work with the developers of
the project at 151 Chapel, Trinity Ltd. to
improve the project and address some of
our concerns.

Led by stalwart Justin Dyet, the ice rink
crew prepared and maintained the rink
despite weather challenges, so that enjoy-
ment could be had by all. We thank you.

It’s also budget season, and we've par-
ticipated in our provincial budget consul-
tations and are preparing federal input,
urging investment in the revitalization
of ByWard Market so that we can make
a difference in renewing the Market at
the Centre of our community and city
before the Ottawa 2017 anniversary. We
asked Ontario to create an Active Trans-
portation Fund so that Ottawa and other
municipalities can accelerate developing
active transportation infrastructure. The
fund could expedite development of in-
frastructure such as bike lanes, walkways,
pedestrian and cycle bridges or under-
passes, and complete streets planning and
development. We also urged Ontario to
embrace a commitment to plant 150,000
trees for the 2017 anniversary. We echoed
calls for a Long-Term Affordable Housing
Strategy.

Whether your passion is improving our
parks, gardens, sidewalks, heritage build-
ings, planning or housing, budgets, or
engaging neighbours, contact info@lowe-
town-basseville.ca to get more involved
and join us every second Monday night.

See you around the neighbourhood!

Liz

Number 10 ByWard Market Square is not a
lucky location for contemporary furniture
stores. Exactly one year after Phillip Van
Leeuwen went bankrupt, its successor More
than Design followed it down the wormhole.
Another business has disappeared from
Sussex Drive, vacating its premises the same
week as three neighbouring merchants who
were forced out on orders from the National
Capital Commission (NCC). Renée Lévesque
Bijoux Mode - coincidentally, also an NCC
tenant but not one who was ordered out - is
relocating to 265 Dalhousie, beside Ma
Cuisine.

Only one of the three NCC tenants who were
looking for new quarters was successful. Silk
fashion merchant ¢a va de soi will reopen
this spring at 519 Sussex Drive, the former
home of WOLF & Zed footwear boutique. The
upscale shoe business has been amalgam-
ated into the next-door clothing store, Schad
Boutique (521 Sussex).

Sadly, MaiYa Pearls and Julie Thibault could
not find alternative storefronts and had to
close. However, the former continues at its

The Echo

The Echo, a non-profit community news-
paper, is supported by its advertisers and
the Lowertown Community Association.
Opinions expressed are those of contribu-
tors and advertisers and do not necessar-
ily represent those of the volunteer edito-
rial staff.

In 2016, the Echo will be published in
February, April, June, September and
November. 7,500 copies are printed and
distributed free of charge to residents of
Lowertown. Additional copies can also
be picked up at the Routhier Centre, the
Lowertown Community Resource Centre,
the public library, and various commercial
locations in Lowertown.

The Echo welcomes articles, letters, pho-
tographs, notices and other material of
interest to its readers in the Lowertown
community. Name and telephone number
of contributor must be included.

If you'd like to write articles, draw car-
toons or other illustrations for stories, or
take photographs on assignment, please
email and leave your name and telephone
number at echo@lowertown-basseville.
ca. No age restrictions.

The Echo reserves the right to edit in part
or in whole all contributions.

second location in Summerside, PEI, and the
latter is selling her original children's wear

online (juliethibaultottawa.ca).

Although we had lots of notice, Mellos'
lights-out on December 21 saddened people
both in our neighbourhood and all across
Ottawa. The venerable 73-year-old diner did
not go out with a whimper! From its scrappy
(failed) Kickstarter bid to raise $60,000 to
fund a restart, to jam-packed boisterous din-
ner services throughout its final days, to the
disappearance of its iconic sign in the dead of
night—Mellos went out with a scream. Here's
hoping it will rise again to delight us all anew.

Michelle Ramsay is a brand name creator
and storyteller who fell in love at first sight
with Lowertown in 2012.

L'Echo

L'Echo est un journal communautaire a
but non lucratif dont les seuls revenus
viennent des annonceurs et I'Association
Communautaire de la Basse-Ville. Les
textes n'engagent que leurs auteurs et
annonceurs respectifs et ne refletent pas
nécessairement I'opinion de I'équipe de
rédaction, qui est composée de bénévoles.

En 2016, I'Echo sera publié en février, avril,
juin, septembre et novembre. Son tirage
est de 7500 exemplaires. Il est distribué
gratuitement partout dans la Basse-Ville.
On peut également l'obtenir au Centre
Routhier, au Centre de Ressources Com-
munautaires de la Basse-Ville, a la biblio-
theque et dans plusieurs commerces du
quartier.

Tous les articles, lettres, illustrations,
photos et autre matériel qui peuvent in-
téresser les lecteurs de la Basse-Ville
sont les bienvenus. Leurs auteurs doivent
indiquer leur nom et leur numéro de télé-
phone.

Les personnes qui aimeraient collaborer
avec I'Echo sont invitées a envoyer un
email au echo@lowertown-basseville.ca
en indiquant leur nom et leur numéro de
téléphone. Nous apprécions la contribu-
tion de tous, quel que soit leur age.

L'Echo se réserve le droit de modifier en
tout ou en partie les documents soumis.

E-mail/Courriel: echo@lowertown-basseville.ca
Online edition/Edition en-ligne: www.lowertown-basseville.ca/news--nouvelles.html

Editor in chief: Giulia Nastase
Layout: Patrick Naubert

|
Deadline

Reserve your advertising space
or submit your contribution to
echo@lowertown-basseville.ca
by March 25, 2016

The Echo is written, published and deliv-
ered thanks to the efforts of dedicated
and talented volunteers and the support
of our advertisers. Please support local
businesses, especially those who adver-
tise in and display the Echo.

Questions regarding delivery? If you live in
Lowertown, the Echo is delivered free to your
door. Please email if you are aware of anyone
or any husiness in our neighbourhood who is
not receiving their community newspaper.

Advertising: Donna Kearns

|
Date de tombée

Publicité, articles, photos et
autres soumissions a
echo@lowertown-basseville.ca
avant le 25 mars 2016

L'Echo est rédigé, publié et distribué grace
au dévouement et au talent de nombreux
bénévoles, mais aussi avec I'appui des an-
nonceurs. Soutenez les commerces locaux,
et tout particulierement ceux qui font de la
publicité dans I'Echo ou chez qui vous pouvez
le trouver.

Questions au sujet de la distribu-
tion? L'Echo est distribué gratuitement
dans la Basse-Ville. Veuillez envoyer un
courriel si vous connaisez quelqu'un qui
ne le regoit pas.
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Vacant bmldmg at 209-211 Clarence goes up in smoke

Liz MacKenzie

One of the most storied buildings in
Lowertown, 209-211 Clarence - sadly
a vacant eyesore since 2011 - went up
in flames on January 5th. The fire was
caused by a candle lit inside the build-
ing and knocked over by a trespasser.

Home of former Bytown mayor

The house was over 150 years old,
dating from 1847. It was originally
owned by Joseph Balzara Turgeon,
city councilor for many years, Mayor
of Bytown (1853-54) and the first fran-
cophone mayor in Ontario. In 1853,
Turgeon petitioned the Province de-
manding city status for Bytown. He
was refused, but in 1854, Mayor Fri-
el's petition was successful: the City
of Ottawa was a reality.

Turgeon was a huge figure in the
French-Canadian community. In
1852, after francophones were denied
a place on the board of the Mechan-
ic’s Institute, he founded the Institut
canadien-francais, a powerful cultur-
al force in the city. As a school board
trustee in 1855, he was instrumental
in the formation of separate schools
and a vigorous advocate for equal
treatment of French teachers.

As Councillor in 1849, he was at the
site of the Bloody Monday riot - the
first major political riot in Bytown.
The people of Lowertown, mainly
French and Irish Reformers were
preparing a welcome for Governor
General Lord Elgin, who was visiting
Bytown to search for a capital to re-
place Montreal. English Tories from

One firefighter was injured in the fire caused by a candle at the
abandoned 209 Clarence

Uppertown opposed Elgin and con-
flict boiled over. Turgeon addressed
the crowd and was knocked over by
a bystander. A stone was thrown and
a riot ensued, leaving one man dead.

From 1897 to 1922, Joseph H. La-
perriere and his descendants resided
here. Laperriere was a banker, an in-
surance agent and a broker. Like Tur-
geon, he was an important figure in
the francophone community, working
with Turgeon on the affairs of the In-
stitut canadien-francgais. Laperriere
was the treasurer of Union St. Joseph,
later the Union du Canada. He was a
founding member of the French the-
atre troupe that still performs at the
University of Ottawa.

Five years of scot-free neglect

Fast forward to the “For Sale” sign
that, in 2011, led me to book an ap-
pointment to tour the building with

my husband.
The large
rooms  were
rented to stu-
dents; the
basement was
supported on
log joists with
the bark still
on. There was
a huge kitchen
- you could
imagine lively
gatherings of
debaters, poli-
ticians, artists
and actors. The
vibe was irre-
sistible.

Synercapital Developments bought
the property, applied for demolition
and proposed a glass box with 11 mi-
cro apartments, requiring 14 minor
variances. A glass box with street lev-
el balconies was not deemed a good
idea by a community experiencing
significant homelessness; however,
the developer got their approvals
and, under threat of an OMB appeal,
sat down with the community to de-
vise a more appropriate building for
the site.

Ever since, the house sat derelict,
boarded up and neglected: a neigh-
bourhood nuisance attracting drug
deals and prostitution in the large
rear yard. Requests for the number
of police and bylaw calls went unan-
swered. The building fell into disre-
pair; doors were not secure, the roof
was failing, the front yard was strewn

with garbage. Inevitably, on January
5th, 211 Clarence burned down.

Standards to protect vacant build-
ings were tightened in 2013; how-
ever, the boarding up of buildings is
not enough. Regular surveillance is
necessary, repeated police and bylaw
calls should be charged back to own-
ers and there should be a time limit on
how long a boarded up property can
be left to deteriorate. We have to do
better to secure vacant buildings, and
demand swift development. All other
owners on this block maintain their
buildings to a high standard, and one
derelict building, vacant for years, de-
grades everyone else’s efforts.

Fire started by candle inside the building

The price for a vacant building fire
can be very high. Firefighters are at
risk - a firefighter was injured battling
the two alarm fire - , neighbouring
buildings and occupants are at risk,
and if the fire is started by a person
squatting in the vacant building, their
life is at risk as well.

In this case, the fire was caused by
a lit candle that was knocked over by
someone trespassing inside the build-
ing. There are many people experi-
encing homelessness on our streets
and a vacant unsecured building can
look like a winter haven, but the dan-
gers of keeping warm with candles
or fire indoors can be deadly. Please
be vigilant and report any unsecured
building to 311. If you see unusual
behavior inside a building, call the
police immediately. You could save a
life.

Heritage building, meet wrecking ball

Liz MacKenzie

Councilors on Built Heritage Sub Com-
mittee vote to demolish 171 Bruyeére

Against heritage planner recom-
mendations and against arguments
from the heritage expert members of
the committee, city council members
of Built Heritage Sub-Committee vot-
ed for demolition of 171 Bruyere in a
split-vote decision on February 11.

In December 2015, Ottawa Commu-
nity Housing came to the community
with a proposition: let us tear down
a building that no longer meets our
needs and we will build an innova-
tive heritage-themed parkette on the
site. There were two issues with this
proposal. First, the building at 171
Bruyere is in the Lowertown West
Heritage Conservation District and
protected under the Ontario Heritage
Act. Second, residents at neighbour-
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171 Bruyere awaiting wreacking ball

ing Belanger Manor, 181 Bruyére are
plagued with unwanted activities at
the adjacent park and opposed an-
other park that would attract more of
the same.
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The Lowertown Community Asso-
ciation Heritage Committee, whose
mandate is to advocate for the pro-
tection of our heritage properties, op-
posed the demolition. At a meeting of
residents, the opposition to the pro-
posed parkette was strong, for very
specific reasons: no more drugs and
prostitution in the neighbourhood.
There was sweeping support for a
community garden on the site.

On February 11, the councilor mem-
bers succumbed to the arguments
from Ottawa Community Housing
and voted to recommend demolition
in a close 4-3 vote decision. The pub-
lic members of the committee, heri-
tage experts Carolyn Quinn, Barry Pa-
dolsky and Sandy Smallwood argued
that demolishing 171 Bruyeére would
send a dangerous signal that demoli-
tion of protected buildings was an ac-
ceptable option to rehabilitation.

They were outvoted by the four
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city councillors on the committee:
Scott Moffatt, Marianne Wilkinson,
Catherine McKenney and committee
chair Tobi Nussbaum. Councillor Ma-
thieu Fleury is chair of the OCH Board
of Directors and supported the demo-
lition.

The switch in the OCH proposal
is that the bait - an innovative and
groundbreaking design for the site
- has had its budget slashed from
$100,000 to $20,000. On this reduced
budget, it will take some magic to
produce anything like the quality of
design originally shown.

As we lose our heritage buildings,
Lowertown is no longer the proud
testament to Colonel By and those
that built this city, and becomes just
another neighbourhood of rushed
and disposable urban planning. Will
lying down in front of wrecking crews
and human chains to stop demolition
come back into fashion?
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Lhon./Hon. Mauril Bélanger, M.P/
député, Ottawa-Vanier www.mauril.ca

Redevelopment of the old Rock-
cliffe air base

The redevelopment of the for-
mer Rockcliffe Military Base is
one of Ottawa’'s most anticipated
projects. This 125-hectare plot of
land is a very significant urban
planning opportunity for our re-
gion. Lots should be offered to
builders later in 2016 and the first
block of homes should be ready
for occupancy in 2017, just in time
for Canada’s 150th anniversary
celebrations. My vision for devel-
oping this vast tract of land has al-
ways been driven by the need for
balance, viability and sustainabil-
ity, with the creation of over 5,000
jobs within the community.

Un nouveau gouvernement

Tout d’abord, je tiens a remer-
cier les électeurs d’Ottawa-Vanier
qui m’'ont réélu comme député a
la Chambre des communes. Pour
un huitieme mandat consécutif, je
suis fier de poursuivre mon travail
en tant que député et d’aborder
des enjeux qui sont importants
aux yeux de mes électeurs, et du
Canada tout entier, au cours de
cette 42e législature. D’un bout a
l'autre du pays, les Canadiens ont
choisi un nouveau gouvernement
libéral positif, un gouvernement
qui a une vision ambitieuse pour
l'avenir et un plan solide pour la
classe moyenne.

My fight against Amyotrophic Lat-
eral Sclerosis (ALS), also known as
Lou Gehrig’s disease

In November 2015, I met with
highly respected Ottawa neurolo-
gist, Dr. Pierre Bourque. After a
series of tests, he has diagnosed
me with ALS. It is presently an in-
curable disease. Earlier in Novem-
ber, I sent a letter to all Members
of Parliament signaling my inten-
tion to seek election as Speaker of
the House of Commons. My wife
Catherine and I are enormously
appreciative of all the efforts de-
ployed for my candidacy. Under
the doctor’s advice and following
the ALS diagnosis, I announced
on November 30th my decision
to withdraw my candidacy for
Speaker of the House. I also an-

nounced that I will be continuing
to serve as the proud Member of
Parliament for Ottawa-Vanier. As
a Member of Parliament, I intend
to raise awareness by sharing this
journey with my colleagues and
the public so that more Canadians
will learn and fight to continue re-
search for a cure to ALS.

Président honoraire de la Chambre
des communes

C’est un grand honneur qui m’'a
été accordé le 9 décembre 2015,
lorsque j'ai été nommé occupant
honoraire du fauteuil du président
de la Chambre des communes. Je
suis profondément touché par ce
geste et je remercie tous mes col-
legues du fond du cceur. Recevoir
un tel honneur est vivement ap-
précié.

Prime Ministers’ Row

I invite you to join a group of
citizens as they work to trans-
form Laurier Avenue into a place
that celebrates Canada’s past and
shapes Canada’s future, a place
we hope will come to be known
as Prime Ministers’ Row. Many
don’t know that Ottawa’s Laurier
Avenue and surrounding area,
from King Edward to Strathcona
Park, has been home to 8 Prime
Ministers and 7 Fathers of Confed-
eration. This stretch, which once
served as a meeting place for our
nation’s leaders, has been all but
forgotten. But if residents have
their way, it will soon be recreated
as an interactive street museum
and gathering place.

Travail de représentation sur le ter-
rain

Durant l'année 2015, plus de
600 personnes ont sollicité 'aide de
mon personnel du bureau de com-
té et moi-méme pour faire avancer
des dossiers individuels de na-
ture fédérale et reliés notamment
a limmigration, a lassurance-
emploi et aux pensions. Qui plus
est, j’ai tenu sur une base mensu-
elle des cafés-causeries aux quatre
coins de la circonscription, afin de
rencontrer les citoyens d'une fagon
informelle pour discuter des ques-
tions de compétences fédérales.

f&i Madeleine Meilleur

=M PP/députée
Ottawa-Vanier

Bureau de circonscription /

Constituency Office:

237 ch. Montreal Road
Ottawa, ON K1L 6C7
613-744-4484

mmeilleur.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org
www.madeleinemeilleur.onmpp.ca

National Anthem

On September 22,2014 I tabled in
the House of Commons Bill C-624,
An Act to Amend the National An-
them Act (gender). The Bill advo-
cated a simple change in the Eng-
lish lyrics. It proposed that “True
patriot love in all thy sons com-
mand” become “True patriot love
in all of us command”, therefore
replacing only two words, “thy
sons” with “of us”. This change
would have rendered the Anthem
gender-neutral. Although my bill
was defeated at second reading in
the House of Commons, the drive
to make ‘O Canada’ more inclusive
has been advanced. I tabled my
bill once more when the House of
Commons resumed in late January
2016 and can expect to initiate the
debate on the bill around April.

Files to watch in 2016

Locally, a few files are likely to
dominate; namely the redevel-
opment of the former Rockcliffe
Air Base, the advancement of the
Prime Minister’s Row project and
getting the heavy trucks out of the
downtown core by exploring the
possibilities of digging a tunnel.

Le 26 février, Mauril Bélanger a regu
le prix Bernard-Grandmaitre, décerné
par I'Association des communautés fran-
cophones d'Ottawa (ACFO Ottawa). Le
prix est remis a une personne qui a mar-
qué la francophonie de la région d Ottawa
et qui a participé au développement de la
collectivité.

|
Volunteer with Ottawa
Community Housing

Do you want to be more involved? You have an
idea but you are not sure where to start?

We can help!

In Ottawa Community Housing communities, we
help residents get together to plan activities in
their communities. If you want to start a tenant
group or if you have teamed up with a few willing
tenants and want to plan activities or a one-time
event, we can help to plan and run activities

or events, including community beautification
projects. We will also provide the funding to do
so and fill out the application with you to get the
funding you need.

Why do it?

There are many benefits to being involved in
your community. These include getting to know
your neighbours, taking pride in your community,
fostering a positive social environment, and
creating a safer place to live.

Where to start?

If this is something that interests you, please
contact your Community Development Manager,
Francine Vachon at francine.vachon@och.ca or
call (613) 789-4305 extension 4245. You can
also e-mail us at info@och.ca. We look forward
to working with you.

Ottawa Community Housing (OCH) provides
15,000 homes to 32,000 seniors, parents, chil-
dren, couples, singles and persons with special
needs within many communities across the City
of Ottawa. In the last year, over 1,000 volunteers
completed 38 projects and tended to 23 com-
munity gardens managed by tenants.

|
Irish Film Festival

Tickets are on sale for the April 1-3 Irish
Film Festival at the Arts Court Theatre at
2 Daly Avenue. The festival will show six
feature films, including an award-winning
Canadian premiere and a film for chil-
dren. The festival will commemorate the
1916 uprising with a special presentation
of silent newsreels, actualities and short
films in the Irish and English language.

Mauril Béelanger
Député /| MP, Ottawa-Vanier

www.mauril.ca
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Bureau parlementaire /

Parliamentary Office
Edifice du Centre Block
Piece / Room 542-N

Ottawa, ON K1A 0A6

Tél./ Tel. : 613.992.4766
Téléc. / Fax : 613.992.6448
mauril.belanger@parl.gc.ca

Bureau de comté /
Riding Office

168, rue Charlotte St.

Piece / Room 504

Ottawa, ON K1N 8K6

Tél./ Tel. : 613.947.7961

Téléc. / Fax : 613.947.7963
mauril.belanger.c1@parl.gc.ca
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A great family day at Winterfest

Sandra Pilote

For the fourth year in a row, volun-
teers made the Family Day Winterfest
a special Lowertown event. On Mon-
day, February 15th, the Lowertown
East Residents Committee and its
partners delivered another fun-filled
afternoon at Jules Morin Park, former-
ly known as Anglesea Square — the
revitalized  park
located behind 40
Cobourg Street
and at the east end
of York Street.

The sun shone
brightly and the
outdoor activities
attracted crowds of
children of all ages.
The horse-drawn
wagon from Cun-
dell stables on York
Street gave rides
in the nearby area.
Even with two
bouncy castles this
year, the lines were

continuous. The music from JUMP
radio kept spirits on a high note.
Despite the unpredictable weather
that meant ice-making was a big chal-
lenge, the community team managed
to ensure that there was skating on
the NHL-size rink. As an additional
highlight this year, the Lowertown
pool was opened for free swimming,.
Beside the field house, a BBQ served

Children enjoying Winterfest at Jules Morin Park

up burgers and hot dogs, while hot
chocolate and sweet snacks provided
the extra fuel needed to participate.
Inside the field house, there were
tables where partner organizations
had a variety of displays - everything
from crime prevention to Lowertown
history.

This community event in Low-
ertown happens because volunteers

The bouncy castles were a favorite.

work to make an afternoon of fun for
all ages. The presence of many youth-
ful helpers added new liveliness to
the usual group from the Lowertown
East Residents Committee and the
Lowertown Community Association.

In the 1930s and 40s, Lowertown’s
annual winter carnivals brought out
thousands of participants for fan-
cy dress masquerades, broomball
games and other
activities. Decades
later, Winterfest
still draws large
crowds and posi-
tive spirits. This
was another op-
portunity to greet
some neighbours
and to get some
enjoyment  from
winter, and all
comers are already
looking forward to
next year.

Councillor's update: What is Ottawa 2017?

In 2017, Canada will celebrate its 150th
year as a nation. Canadians from far and
wide will gather in Ottawa to join in the
many festivities. After all, as Jean Pigott
said, we are “every Canadian’s second
home town”! As co-chair for the Ottawa

Plan your own community celebration for 2017 with Event
Central, a one-stop shop for event organizers in Ottawa
Photo: Ottawa2017.ca

2017 celebrations, I would like to share
with you an update of some of the amaz-
ing events that we have confirmed for
Canada’s 150th Anniversary of Confed-
eration in 2017.

Ottawa 2017 has been tasked with cre-
ating a yearlong cel-
ebratory calendar that
will be big, bold and
inclusive, to comple-
ment national and on-
going annual events in
our capital city, includ-
ing Canada Day fes-
tivities. Big signature
events will animate the
entire city, while com-
munity  celebrations
will engage our local
neighbourhoods  and
residents.  Addition-
ally, legacy projects
will strive to transform
our urban landscape.
The end result will be a
special year of national
pride, right here in our

city.

tlymportant partnerships have already
been struck, including key relationships
with the title sponsor CIBC, Algonquin
College, la Cité Collégiale, and Roots, who
will be the clothing sponsor for Ottawa
2017. Much anticipated events have been
confirmed: we will host the Juno Awards,
the Video Game Awards and an Interpro-
vincial Picnic on the Alexandra Bridge.
The Red Bull Crashed Ice event will see
the Ice Cross Downhill World Champion-
ship crashing and gliding its way into the
capital in March 2017. More events will be
announced in the coming months.

We are working to build momentum
and excitement for Canada’s big year, in
Ottawa and across the country. I invite
you to visit Ottawa2017.ca to find out how
you can get involved in this monumental
year and to see the numerous events that
will be announced in the coming months.
The City’s Event Central helps residents
and community groups coordinate more
than 900 events each year, and for 2017 we
are prepared to support more than 1,200
community events. Contact eventcentral@

ottawa.ca for assistance with coordination
of city services for your community event.
2017 will definitely be the year to be in Ot-
tawa!

As always, we are here to work with
you. To stay informed with community
updates, city projects, community events,
and what’s happening around town, fol-
low us on Facebook @Mathieu Fleury.

s N\

LEGACY PROJECTS

Ottawa 2107
Light Rail Transit Confederation Line
Ottawa Innovation Centre
Ottawa Art Gallery and Arts Court
Main Street Renewal
Global Centre for Pluralism on Sussex Drive
National partners
National Arts Centre redevelopment
Canada Science and Technology Museum renewal
Bank of Canada Museum
Community
20 community gardens
Plant T million trees
Canada 150 maple groves

(613) 580-2482 | mathieufleury.ca | mathieu.fleury@ottawa.ca | @Mathieufleury
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Lowertown pilot participated in the Battle of

Britain
Michel Rossignol

The “Most Courageous Athlete of
1940”7, according to the Philadelphia
Sports Writers’ Association, was a
young man who spent most of his
youth in Ottawa’s Lowertown. Jean-
Paul Joseph Desloges played many
hockey games as a goaltender, but it
was his narrow escape from death
in August 1940 during the Battle of
Britain that caught the attention of
the Americans. Desloges managed to
jump out of his burning Hurricane air-
craft and parachute to safety after he
was attacked by a German plane; he
spent many weeks in hospital because
of the head injuries and serious burns
he suffered. The Ottawa Citizen of
January 31, 1941 reports that Desloges
accepted the award at the association’s
annual banquet “in all humility” on
behalf of the “other fellows” - the other
British, Canadian, and Allied fighter
pilots who had defended British cities
and airbases against German air at-
tacks.

Desloges was the subject of a recent
Royal Canadian Air Force (R.C.A.F)
article; see Battle of Britain Profile of
Courage: Wing Commander Jean-Paul
Joseph Desloges, August 4, 2015, in
news articles at www.rcaf-arc.forces.

c.ca/en/battle-britain/index.page.

However, the article did not indicate
his links to Lowertown. Desloges was

Pilots of No. 1 Squadron, Royal Canadian Air Force, in July 1940 shortly after arriving
in the United Kingdom. Jean-Paul Joseph Desloges is in the middle row, third person
from the right.

born in Hull (now Gatineau), Quebec,
in April 1913, but a few years later,
his family moved to Bolton Street in
Lowertown and he went to Guigues
School on Murray Street. He played
hockey, football, and other sports at
the University of Ottawa, but he did
not neglect his studies. After gradu-
ation, Desloges became a member of
the Royal Canadian Mounted Police,
but he wanted to be a pilot and joined
the R.C.AF. Before sailing to the Unit-
ed Kingdom in 1940, Desloges was
briefly in Ottawa; he got married and
had a home in New Edinburgh, but his
parents still lived in Lowertown at 33

Photo: Library and Archives Canada, MIKAN No. 4816352.

Heney Street, on the northern edge of
Macdonald Gardens Park.

Desloges was appointed the military
attaché of General George P. Vanier,
who became Canada’s representative
to the French Committee of National
Liberation (the Free French Forces led
by General de Gaulle) in late 1943. He
was invited to visit Free French air-
bases in North Africa at a time when
Canada was becoming more involved
in the training of Free French pilots.
Tragically, Desloges was killed on May
8, 1944 in Algeria, when the aircraft
transporting him from one base to an-
other crashed on take-off.

Crime reduction strategy

Look for a detailed feature in our next issue

The latest meeting of the Lowertown Community
Association drew many neighbours interested in
the special presentations and discussions about
a strategy for crime reduction in Lowertown.
Norman Moyer and Jan-Frangois Grabowiecki
of the LCA researched the open data crime
statistics available from the Ottawa Police
Service (OPS) - freely and through an Access

to information request - and reported on their
findings, comparing our numbers with the other
Ottawa neighbourhoods by types of crime and
top concerns of the residents.

Inspector Mike Laviolette of the OPS talked
about the way policing resources are allo-
cated and how proactive policing affects crime
statistics.

Councillor Mathieu Fleury explained the role of
the City and called for additional foot patrols on
Rideau Street. He underlined that addressing
housing and addictions will reduce crime in Low-
ertown, and urged those who want to help to give
money to shelters that feed and clothe homeless
people, not directly to homeless people.

Fathiya Warsame talked about the project Low-
ertown, Our Home on behalf of the Lowertown
Community Resource Centre. Lowertown, Our
Home seeks to prevent crime in the community
through community building. The project is
focused on a catchment area in Lowertown east,
working with residents to identify issues and
then with 14 community resource organizations
to help find solutions. For 2016, this will mean
responding to concerns about mental health and
helping residents learn what resources to call to
resolve situations.

Read the next Echo for an in-depth look at the
data, the issues and the questions about crime
and safety in Lowertown.

What's in a name: Waller Street Mall

Nancy Miller Chenier

Waller Street Mall is an open-
air pedestrian walkway that
connects Rideau Street and
George Street and carries the
name of William Henry Waller
(1835-1885). Elected mayor
of Ottawa in 1877, the Irish-
born Waller was described as
“gentle when stroked, fierce
when provoked.” After arriv-
ing in Ottawa in the 1860s, he
settled initially in Lowertown.
In addition to political appoint-
ments as separate school trust-
ee, alderman and mayor, he
worked as newspaper reporter,
insurance agent, corn merchant
and finally as Registrar for the
County of Carleton.

The sheltered Waller Mall-
promenade was constructed
in 1985, during a Rideau Street
revitalization. Soon after, the
community sought to discour-

Waller Street Mall, 2015

age loitering and anti-social
activities in this public space.
A recurring theme was ani-
mation through visual art,
with the community propos-
ing an artist alley similar to
that in Quebec City. In the
mid-1990s, Justin Wannacott
was commissioned to create
the granite disc titled “from
a campers diary” that is in
the sidewalk near Rideau
Street. The George Street end
has another 2003 Wannacott
sidewalk image titled “com-
pass rose” The city-owned
space continues to be pro-
moted as an entrance from
Lowertown to the Rideau
arts and design sector. Most
recently, it displayed self-
portraits from the City of

“ . Ottawa Art Collection in a

show titled “Changing Fac-
es, Transforming Spaces.”

www.MarketCondos.ca
J