Given the strong support for the King Edward Task Force, we should at least expect very serious consideration of all our recommendations.





As Michel Vallee said it: we have one shot at this. Even if a bridge is built later, chances are slim that anything will change on King Edward Avenue.





"Those who do not remember the past are condemned to repeat it."


					-George





Remember that this project is first and foremost about returning King Edward Avenue to Lowertown.





-"Managing Change within the District... Change can be distinguished however as change which adds to the rich evolution of the area, contributing to tyhe architectural variety seen in Lowertown, or change which obscures or removes evidence of the past creating an environment with a diminished historical context."


(Lowertown West Heritage Conservation District Study, Ottawa 1993, p. 118)





-"Public space in the District plays a very large role in establishing and strengthening the heritage character fo the neighbourhood."


(Lowertown West Heritage Conservation District Study, Ottawa 1993, p. 120)





King Edward Avenue


Planning and Design Suggestions:


-King Edward Avenue is a strategic part of Lowertown


-The project has the potential of revitalizing the centre of Lowertown


-The following proposals seek to ensure its success





Important Considerations:


-taxpayers are funding this project.


-historic district 


-residential street.


-natural beauty 





Recommendations:


I. MAJOR PROPOSALS


A. T-Intersection Zone


1. Replace proposed "T" intersection with a roundabout


PROS:


Based on a study of large and small roundabouts by the U. S. Transportation Research Board:


-improved safety -decrease in injuries of 51% to 73%


-fewer accidents -decrease of 37% to 51%


-shorter delays -75%


-slower speeds


-no traffic lights needed 


-increased capacity 


-improved aesthetics -brings a sense of place to an intersection


-positive public reaction


-"Roundabouts are also appropriate where a change in roadway character occurs or is desired, such as the entrance to a community or where a bypass road connects to an arterial road."


-often less expensive











-clearly marks the end of the highway system


-very successful in Europe and Australia


-better access to all streets -access to Sussex from King Edward when entering the city





Cons:


-the roundabout near the experimental farm is deffective


*this is an old and crude version; the are modern designs and standards


-lack of pedestrian crossings or unclear right-of-way


*public surveys in the U. S. have proven otherwise


-lack of building guidelines


*British, Australian, and other guidelines compensate





-"Roads... To further reduce the need for new roadways, a strategy addressing traffic signal operation and intersection design will maximize existing infrastructure capacity for the movement of persons, rather than vehicles."


(Transportation Master Plan, Ottawa 1997, p. v)





-"Transportation Vision and Principles...  


8. Design and implement future transportation systems to correct/avoid present problems such as urban sprawl and through traffic in downtown areas, and to encourage healthy communities...


9. Ensure maximum efficiency for the movement of goods and people including those related to tourism and economic development compatible with a healthy environment and healthy communities...


14. Recognise that the RMOC is an assembly of diverse communities, rural and urban, with unique transportation requirements that must be met within the context of overall Regional transportation objectives without unduly harming other communities."


(Transportation Master Plan, Ottawa 1997, p. 9)





-"What Are the Goals of the Regional Official Plan?... Provide for safe, healthy, and balanced communities."


(Official Plan: Region of Ottawa-Carleton, Ottawa 1997, p. 5)





-"Central Area... Objectives... Council's objectives are: ... To increase the number of dwelling units in the Central Area and in neighbourhoods adjacent to it."


(Official Plan: Region of Ottawa-Carleton, Ottawa 1997, p. 34)





-"Central Area... Policies... "Provide a transportation system which encourages the use of walking, cycling, and public transit (especially for commuting) as the principal means of improving access to and mobility within the Central Area...


Support ways to reduce the number of private vehicles circulating in the Central Area through such measures as a fare-free transit zone and shared-ride taxi services."


(Official Plan: Region of Ottawa-Carleton, Ottawa 1997, p. 36-37)





-"Roads as Public Space... Concil shall: Review and modify general design guidelines for all Regional roads which address compatibility with adjacent land uses and landscape character."


(Official Plan: Region of Ottawa-Carleton, Ottawa 1997, p. 98)





-"Transportation: RMOC has the added responsibility of ensuring that all of the transportation facilities within Ottawa-Carleton operate as an integrated system that provides for the safe and efficient movement of persons and goods and is fully supportive of community development objectives."


(Official Plan: Region of Ottawa-Carleton, Ottawa 1997, p. 117)





2. Realignment of T-intersection further north near the Pearson Building


-considerably reduces noise and pollution


-future development would be encouraged along Boteler Street 


-ensures development remains part of Lowertown


-Boteler Street residents would not have to face the Noise Attenuation Wall


-maximizes Boteler Street infrastructure


-more land than originally planned is available for development


-complements the current layout of streets in Lowertown -Grid Pattern


-could also leave a right-of-way for future light rail








Rebuttals:


-the curve coming off the bridge would be too extreme


*this alignment was considered for the Vanier Parkway Extension -it was considered possible


-Foreign Affairs might want to expand their facilities or parking


*providing more housing development downtown has been a goal of the City


*Foreign Affairs has already acquired the former Ottawa City Hall for expansion





**Picture of roundabout/realignment concept -Figure 12





B. Street Alignment


1. Reducing street lanes from six to four


PROS


-classic design that respects the historic stature of the Avenue


-revitalizes the community


-maximizes pedestrian space


-decreases noise


-reduces vibrations


-reduces pollution -further from houses and trees absorb pollution


-more space for trees


-considerably enhances street environment


-engineering work is simpler -design is simple


-future lane reductions are possible


-trees are a focal point


-street would be a focal point of Lowertown


-encourages people to live along the Avenue and downtown


-removal of median and lane reductions reduces traffic speeds


-traffic flows better into Sandy Hill


-equitable long-term solution for suburban commuters and downtown residents


-a fair quality of life is produced


-better facilitation for the underground utilities


-previously, King Edward Avenue was an interim solution that became the permanent solution to a connection between the Queensway and the Macdonal-Cartier Bridge


-will encourage the city to find more creative ways to solve traffic problems








-A similar situation exists on the off the Champlain Bridge in Montreal. In that case, 3 lanes out of four are dedicated to the morning and evening rush hours depending on the direction. This is an example of the options involved with reducing lanes. Although an inconvenient method, it is a convenient solution for a complex problem such as King Edward Avenue. 





-It is a matter of wants and needs. Residential Lowertown needs revitablization. Reducing the street lanes and creating a glorious boulevard is the solution. On average, Traffic on King Edward is made up of 4-passenger vehicles with one passenger per vehicle. This is a matter of wants; drivers want to drive their cars to work, but they have many other options.





-both Lowertown and traffic win; since there will always be major traffic on King Edward Avenue and trucks will be around for another 5-10 years, the least compensation or most equitable plan is to reduce the street to four lanes. 





-"There was a political will not to build either the Vanier Parkway extension and the Kettle Island Bridge, so there can be political will to take one lane out on each side of 10 blocks of King Edward Avenue.





-St. Patrick/King Edward is still in the top ten most dangerous intersections even though an interim solution was implemented


-primarily residential, not industrial


-the main reason for deterioration of the community





-as Michel Vallee has said before: we have one shot at doing this right; what are the chances of ever reducing street lanes if not now?





-"Completion of the Vanier Parkway Extension (Scenario B) will provide an opportunity to reduce King Edward from six to four basic lanes and accomodate most of the potential new development traffic."


-"The same effect can be achieved by construction of the Eastern Parkway with a new crossing of the Ottawa River at Kettle Island."


(King Edward Avenue Traffic Study, Ottawa 1987, p. 19)





-what did Councillors talk about all throughout the campaign: quality of life; they said we have to maintain it; we have to restore in Lowertown, and that is what reducing street lanes will due; it will place the quality of life of that neighbourhood before one-passenger cars





-"Also important to the preservation and development of streetscapes and pedestrian environments is the necessity to control automobile and bus traffic in a manner which is compatible with the special character of the district.'


(Byward Market Heritage Conservation District Study, Ottawa 1990, p. A-3)





Rebuttal


-you are going from six lanes on the bridge to four on King Edward


*one lane goes off onto Dalhousie


-we can reduce the lanes later


*that will come with a bridge -10 to 20 years from now -how long must we wait


	-even then, a bridge in Orleans will not put a dent in the traffic


	-traffic will have increased by then


	-a line must be drawn between what is acceptable to the community and drivers


	-six lanes have been the heart of the problem since the beginning; solve that, and the project will 	be successful


	-we are not asking for traffic to be blocked as it was in the case of the Vanier Parkway Extension, 	we are asking for an equitable devision of land and street lanes between the community and traffic





-Where there is the will, there is the way.





-"Consider identifying St. Patrick and Murray as "community arterials", recognizing their location within a clearly defined historic neighbourhood, where neighbourhood issues should be given priority over the flow of regionally-generated through traffic."


(Byward Market Heritage Conservation District Study, Ottawa 1990, p. A-22)





-"It is clear from the historical research findings that the attractiveness of the King Edward corridor lay not in the architecture of its adjacent buildings, as on Sussex, but rather on the plantings, particularly the trees, which made it a striking boulevard in a predominantly residential environment."


(Byward Market Heritage Conservation District Study, Ottawa 1990, p. 74)





-"Reducing traffic volumes on the local arterials through Lowertown may reduce the need for the number of traffic lanes on King Edward. It would provide the opportunity to upgrade the avenue with landscaped boulevards, improved sidewalks and street furniture. It would provide additional incentive for the rehabilitation, redevelopment and revitalization of adjacent residential and commercial properties."


(King Edward Avenue: An Urban Design Study..., Ottawa 1987, p. 4)


**the three layouts





-"As a high quality linkage the plan should: ... reinforce a unique and historically relevant streetscaping, using tradition, contextual forms in a contemporary detail design vocabulary;"


-"be an object of civic and community pride binding Lowertown East and West into a strong, well-defined urban community."


(King Edward Avenue: An Urban Design Study..., Ottawa 1987, p. 6)





-failure of linkage between Macdonal-Cartier and Queensway: "As an interim solution, King Edward Avenue, and other local arterials, have been greatly modified in an attempt to accommodate the high volumes of traffic."


(King Edward Avenue: An Urban Design Study..., Ottawa 1987, p. 4)





-"Ottawa's picturesque natural setting and the romantic architectural style of the parliament Buildings provided perfect opportunities for the civic design philosophies of the turn of the century."


(King Edward Avenue: An Urban Design Study..., Ottawa 1987, p. 4)





-"The street still has the potential to be as distinctive as the Queen Elizabeth Driveway or Island Park Drive."


(King Edward Avenue: An Urban Design Study..., Ottawa 1987, p. 1)





-"Improvements to the avenue and the adjacent land would reduce its divisive nature and encourage rejuvenation and development of the surrounding community."


(King Edward Avenue: An Urban Design Study..., Ottawa 1987, p. 1)





-"Rationale... the existing traffic volumes and vehicle mix on King Edward Avenue have discouraged efforts to renew and renovate existing residential development... the northerly street section effectively operates as part of a high speed freeway, and is inhospitable to pedestrians and for residential uses... preservation and conservation of buildings of heritage interest in the area is difficult given the current situational environment... the highway-like character and heavy traffic create a poor image that does not easily attract development... the existing roadway geometrics, particularly the cross-sectional width, have an adverse effect on environmental conditions and the quality of life for residents on the street."


(Municipal Environmental Evaluation Report for the King Edward Avenue Improvement Project, Ottawa 1994, p. 11)





-"... the developments elsewhere on the transportation network that will alleviate current traffic volumes are expected to take at least ten years to resolve."


(Municipal Environmental Evaluation Report for the King Edward Avenue Improvement Project, Ottawa 1994, p. 13)





-"(community goals include) unifying the public elements of the street through consistent streetscaping elements..." 


(Municipal Environmental Evaluation Report for the King Edward Avenue Improvement Project, Ottawa 1994, p. 11)





-"First Principles - The Vision... Public Space Principles... "Comfortable: Regional road corridors should maximize the physical comfort of pedestrians and cyclists, and of adjacent residents and businesses, through mitigation of the environmental effects of temperature, sun, rain, snow, wind, lighting glare, visual, noise, and air pollution."


(Regional Road Corridor Design Guidelines, Ottawa 2000, p. 8)





-"Green: Regional road corridors should maximize the amount of vegetation as an attractive element of public space, to green the urban landscape and to create public spaces and green ways."


(Regional Road Corridor Design Guidelines, Ottawa 2000, p. 9)





-"Design Guidelines for Corridor Components... Adjacent Lands... Land uses adjacent to regional roads contribute to, and generally influence, the road character and function."


(Regional Road Corridor Design Guidelines, Ottawa 2000, p. 12)





-"Roads... Specifically, the screenline demand-to-capacity ratio used to identify the need for additional roadways has been increased from 0.8 to 0.9 in general, and from 0.9 to 1.0 in the inner urban area. This change will lead to increased but still acceptable levels of delay for automobile traffic, thereby representing a more realistic approach to the allocation of resources for road system expansion."


(Transportation Master Plan, Ottawa 1997, p. v)





2. Complete removal of the median along King Edward Avenue


PROS:


-provides space for future "European" outdoor cafes along the south end of the Avenue


-maximizes pedestrian environment


-median is a harsh environment in which to plant vegetation -winter salt, dirt, and pollution


-maximizes space between buildings and street


-creates a great vista from Sandy Hill part of King Edward Avenue


-the median has not served any purpose for the past 30 years; why should it now?


-the median is inaccessible; it should be made accessible in the form of wider sidewalk space


-provides visual continuity








REBUTTALS:


-a traffic hazard


*only true on high-speed roads; speed on the street should be reduced


*lower speeds = smaller lanes = bigger sidewalks


-businesses will not be able to function far from the street


*false: this is the case in the suburbs, and potential for outdoor cafes is more than reason











-"It is clear from the historical research findings that the attractiveness of the King Edward corridor lay not in the architecture of its adjacent buildings, as on Sussex, but rather on the plantings, particularly the trees, which made it a striking boulevard in a predominantly residential environment."


(Byward Market Heritage Conservation District Study, Ottawa 1990, p. 74)





-If every street in Ottawa was built to be unique, the city would be bankrupt.





-"As a high quality linkage the plan should: ... reinforce a unique and historically relevant streetscaping, using tradition, contextual forms in a contemporary detail design vocabulary;"


-"be an object of civic and community pride binding Lowertown East and West into a strong, well-defined urban community."


(King Edward Avenue: An Urban Design Study..., Ottawa 1987, p. 6)





-"The street still has the potential to be as distinctive as the Queen Elizabeth Driveway or Island Park Drive."


(King Edward Avenue: An Urban Design Study..., Ottawa 1987, p. 1)





-"Road Edge Landscape... Select landscape elements (trees, shrubs and decorative hard surfaces, etc.) that integrate with the character of the landscape and buildings."


(Regional Road Corridor Design Guidelines, Ottawa 2000, p. 22)





-"Provide trees with a clear, permeable surface area of approximately 10m squared minimum. Where possible an area equal to the size of the expected tree canopy is desired. In an urban context, ensure that the clear tree planting area is a minimum 2m wide by 2m deep continuous trench of planting soil."


(Regional Road Corridor Design Guidelines, Ottawa 2000, p. 22)





-"Plant deciduous trees well away from the curb, preferably behind the sidewalk to mitigate salt spray, wind, fumes and reflected heat that are harmful to the trees. This also assists with screening surface parking and with defining the public space."


(Regional Road Corridor Design Guidelines, Ottawa 2000, p. 23)





-"Review roadway design guidelines and practices to ensure that they incorporate value engineering principles, respect community values and reinforce Council's preference for walking, cycling and transit use over private automobile use."


(Transportation Master Plan, Ottawa 1997, p. 57)





C. Street Elements


1. Bury power lines and remove other obstructions


PROS:


-best opportunity to bury power lines


-allows trees full growth potential


-successfully removed on the east side of the Avenue


-bollards can be replaced by trees





2. Sound-absorbing pavement


PROS:


-reduces noise up to 70%








II. MINOR PROPOSALS


1. Historic light fixtures, traffic lights, and street signs


PROS:











REBUTTALS:


"consideration should be given to the historic styles which have previously existed"


"historic designs should be replicated where accurate information exists and the design can be replicated. Otherwise, contemporary styles of sympathetic design should be used."


(Byward Market: Heritage Conservation District Study, Ottawa 1990, p. A-11)





-"Throughout most of the residential streets, the street lighting is provided by a Victorian style, lantern type fixture that is mounted on the wood utility poles."


(Lowertown West Heritage Conservation District Study, Ottawa 1993, p. 62)





-"Rome was not built in six days."








-lighting alternatives


	-use lights similar to the ones near the Cummings Bridge


	-lights similar to those on Queen Elizabeth Drive





-"The style of the site furniture should be reflective of the heritage character of the market. It should either be bsed on accurate replicas of street furniture traditional to the area, for which accurate information exists, or of sympathetic contemporary design."


(Byward Market Heritage Conservation District Study, Ottawa 1990, p. A-16)





-"It is clear from the historical research findings that the attractiveness of the King Edward corridor lay not in the architecture of its adjacent buildings, as on Sussex, but rather on the plantings, particularly the trees, which made it a striking boulevard in a predominantly residential environment."


(Byward Market Heritage Conservation District Study, Ottawa 1990, p. 74)





-"The design of street lights may be of a contemporary style but should also be reflective of the heritage character of the area... In general, a historic style should be reused if good documentation exists and the street lights can be replicated. Otherwise, a contemporary fixture of sympathetic design should be adopted."


(Byward Market Heritage Conservation District Study, Ottawa 1990, p. A-10)


	-we have the Heritage section's support on this -ask Mr. Lazear, Heritage Planner





-"As a high quality linkage the plan should: ... reinforce a unique and historically relevant streetscaping, using tradition, contextual forms in a contemporary detail design vocabulary;"


-"be an object of civic and community pride binding Lowertown East and West into a strong, well-defined urban community."


(King Edward Avenue: An Urban Design Study..., Ottawa 1987, p. 6)





-"Ottawa's picturesque natural setting and the romantic architectural style of the parliament Buildings provided perfect opportunities for the civic design philosophies of the turn of the century."


(King Edward Avenue: An Urban Design Study..., Ottawa 1987, p. 4) 





-"The street still has the potential to be as distinctive as the Queen Elizabeth Driveway or Island Park Drive."


(King Edward Avenue: An Urban Design Study..., Ottawa 1987, p. 1)





2. Redevelopment of King Edward Avenue Park


-put path back along river -safety reasons


-similar restoration as was done in Strathcona Park, to a smaller scale





-"As a high quality linkage the plan should: ... reinforce a unique and historically relevant streetscaping, using tradition, contextual forms in a contemporary detail design vocabulary;"


-"be an object of civic and community pride binding Lowertown East and West into a strong, well-defined urban community."


(King Edward Avenue: An Urban Design Study..., Ottawa 1987, p. 6)





3. No lay-by at the funeral chapel


-Council is against lay-bys -support from Madeleine Meilleur


-no longer necessary -not being used by Jewish community and parking available in back


-one lay-by leads to more





4. (a) Monument at York Street intersection


-could be an alternative location for the one originally proposed for the median at Rideau and King Edward





4. (b) Monument at King Edward Avenue Park


-recognizing the King Edward Avenue Task Force, Angie Todesco, and the foolishness of 1960's planning


-this depends on the "success" of this current improvement plan





5. White standard sidewalks


PROS:


-emphasizes residential character of the Avenue


-least costly





note: wider sidewalks should mean more green space, and a standard-sized walkway





6. Large trees


-if not elm, trees must be of a variety similar in grandeur to elm


"Appropriate tree species are ones which develop into canopy  trees".


(Byward Market: Heritage Conservation District Study, Ottawa 1990, A-13)





-"Tree species should be generally the same on both sides of the street and along the length of the given block."


-"Tree species selected should develop into a large canopy type tree that will overhang the street, are hardy to the urban conditions, and have green summer leaves (deciduous trees)."


(Lowertown West Heritage Conservation District Study, Ottawa 1993, p. 122)





-"It is clear from the historical research findings that the attractiveness of the King Edward corridor lay not in the architecture of its adjacent buildings, as on Sussex, but rather on the plantings, particularly the trees, which made it a striking boulevard in a predominantly residential environment."


(Byward Market Heritage Conservation District Study, Ottawa 1990, p. 74)





General Questions:


Why were the different open house suggestions provided in advance ?


Should there not have been two meetings to consider the design given its importance?


Has everyone really read the method that we must use to evaluate the alternatives; is this process not too technical?


Access to Sussex from the bridge?


How many passengers are there per vehicle on average?


Is there extra capacity on Rideau for traffic to bybass St. Patrick Street to reach the Vanier Parkway





General Facts:


-5 generations of my family have lived in this community


-The current plan is like a fully loaded car.





 The St. Patrick St. and Rideau St. intersections were redesigns to


address immediate operational safety concerns.  The current designs will not


be constraints to the project alternatives.


					-Barry Townsend





Additional Design Suggestions:


-alignment of intersection connecting to Minto Bridges or old Train Bridge crossing


-fountains on path leaving bridge


	-monuments to the project


	-emphasizes city's concern for pedestrian and bicycle travelling


-realign King Edward Avenue between Cathcart Street and Sussex to its original alignment


	-increases size of park


	-improve visual continuity of Avenue


-removal of Boteler Street turning barrier -give it a similar alignment as found at Cathcart


-improve pedestrian and cycling access to bridge -boulevard walkways/bike paths


-no flags


	-Queen Elizabeth Drive does not have any flags, nor did the original K. E. -the emphasis was


	on their natural beauty, so do not clutter the street


	-places ownership of Avenue in the hands of City rather than Lowertown


	-do not emphasize the residential character of the Avenue


	-expensive to maintain


	-there should be continuity between the other residential streets in Lowertown and Avenue


	-historically, trees provided the focal point on the Avenue


-no flower pots


	-too much pavement


	-emphasizes harshness of environment


	-the less pavement, the better


	-costly to maintain flowers and cement pots


	-cement accumulates heat in the summer


	-not historically accurate


	-not consistent with the rest of the residential neighbourhood


-lane reductions in Sandy Hill?


	-it was done south of Laurier


-possible left-turn at St. Patrick and K. E.  


