41 Cathcart st., apt. 1

Ottawa, Ontario, Canada

September 5, 1998

Mr. Dan Miron, NCC

Core Area of Canada's Capital Region

202-40 Elgin St.

Ottawa, Ontario, Canada

K1P 1C7

Dear Sir:


There is an alternative to the NCC's wonderful plan of a "Champs-Elysées" which might be worth looking into. 


King Edward Avenue - between Rideau street and Sussex drive- was once a humble, but grand boulevard lined with old elm trees. The boulevard was one of the first projects accomplished by the Ottawa Improvement Commission - the original NCC. The trees have since been cut and the street widened and it now serves as a thoroughfare for traffic, but the potential for such a boulevard to exist again is still possible.


I am an 18 year old who lives in Lowertown, Ottawa, and the history of this area has always been an interest of mine. In wanting to become more active to improve my community, I joined a group called the King Edward Taskforce - their goal is to see a greener and more people friendly street such as the one that once existed. If the market area is the heart of Lowertown, surely, King Edward Boulevard was the crown. It is because of the amazing photographs I have seen of this street that I have sent this letter to perhaps inform the NCC of another option.


Although this is not Metcalf street - directly in front of Parliament -King Edward possesses advantages. The avenue is already large enough that no cost would be needed to demolish buildings - it had already been a boulevard. Secondly, it is one of the main routes - and still could be - into the capital. Linking with Rideau street - on the way to Parliament - both serve as a reminder of our heritage; many of the buildings along these two streets are reflective of Canadian architecture since confederation. Lastly, this boulevard alternative would only serve to enhance the capital, and bring into account the gothic style of many of the government buildings - which is a style of planning where one is constantly discovering such gems as this boulevard, and Parliament.


People have often said that it was the most beautiful street in Ottawa - "toute beauté". I have run into many photographs that would stand as proof to the many accounts I have read and heard of. If you need any other information or photographs, please do not refrain from contacting me. 


I thank you for your time and hope that I might here from you or the National Capital Commission in future.

Yours truly,

Marc S. Aubin

Marc S. Aubin ,

41 Cathcart st., apt. 1, 

Ottawa, Ontario,

K1N 5B7

dp674@freenet.carleton.ca

Home#: (613) 241-1177

