Wednesday, July 8, 2003

Dear Councillors,

I apologize for not being able to appear in person. I also thank you for allowing someone to represent me before this committee.

My name is Marc Aubin. My family has lived in the Lowertown District for over 5 generations. I was a member of the King Edward Avenue Task Force for four years. I joined the group at the age of 18 years. I did so, because I felt that King Edward Avenue was the key to revitalizing the Lowertown neighbourhood. I continue to believe this. 

On July 17, 2002, the Transportation and Transit Committee reviewed the King Edward Avenue Renewal Project. At that time, I expressed my dissatisfaction with the project, because, in my opinion, it proposed very few improvements to the current environment. As a result, I proposed that the street be reduced from its current 6-lane configuration to a 4-lane configuration. This proposal was also brought forward by the president of the King Edward Avenue Task Force. At the time, we presented only a small fraction of the evidence that brought us to this conclusion. Given the limited time, I will not go into those details again today.
In response to our proposal, Councillor Doucet put forward the following motion: “Be it resolved that the King Edward Avenue redesign be retained but with 4 through lanes”. Unfortunately, this resolution was not accepted by the rest of the committee. Nevertheless, the committee showed its concern and Councillor Arnold put the following proposal forward: 

That the four lane option for King Edward be reviewed for the feasibility of implementation when the:

a)      Transportation Master Plan

b)      The Rapid Transit Expansion Study

c)      The East End Interprovincial Bridge Study

are brought forward to Transportation and Transit Committee.
This motion was accepted by the committee. 

Now, one year almost to the day, we are at the first critical juncture of this motion. The Transportation Master Plan is being reviewed by the committee today. After making inquiries about the place of King Edward Avenue in this document, I received an excerpt from the Transportation Master Plan. It has been attached to this letter in case anyone needs to review it. I think that the excerpt is a fair depiction of the situation. It suggests that the best time to consider the lane reduction would be within the context of an environmental assessment for the interprovincial bridges. Unfortunately, the East End Interprovincial Bridge Study, if I am correct, could be years from beginning, and the construction of this bridge could be decades away. This indicates to me that the city is not currently ready to consider reducing the lanes on King Edward Avenue. I, on the other hand, still believe that the lanes on King Edward Avenue can be reduced to four lanes in the interim. 
It is for this reason that I am putting forward the following proposal: that a small study be undertaken to determine the effects of reducing lanes on King Edward Avenue from 6 to 4 lanes. This study would involve the closing of one lane in each direction along King Edward Avenue for a period of 1 to 2 months. It would also involve strategies to mitigate the traffic. The traffic planners continue to argue that such a move would create traffic chaos. Alternatively, I conclude, based on evidence that I have seen, that most of the traffic chaos will disappear after about two weeks. In the short-term, more people will take the bus. In the long-term, bridges will be built, and better transit systems will be put in place. 
I ask you, Councillors, to give my proposal serious consideration. I have thought about King Edward Avenue for over 5 years now, and I think that you have a very important opportunity here. You have an opportunity to restore probably one of the most beautiful streets that Ottawa ever had, and to revitalize the central Lowertown area. You also have an opportunity to test the limits of our transportation system, and to prove that it is possible to reduce lanes sometimes; even when traffic planners say otherwise. The construction of a bridge in the east end may remove trucks from King Edward Avenue, but there will always be increasing amounts of automobile traffic. It is for this reason that action should be taken now by putting forward a vision of King Edward Avenue with 4 lanes in the Transportation Master Plan. The citizens of Lowertown have waited for a solution to this problem for the past 40 years... Must we wait another 40 years?
Very respectfully yours,

Marc Aubin

Excerpt from the Transportation Master Plan:

"A primary consideration in locating new Ottawa River crossings will be

their effectiveness as truck routes.  This is a major factor, in view of the

current truck restrictions on most existing bridges and the resulting

concentration of trucks in the King Edward Avenue corridor leading to the

Macdonald-Cartier Bridge.  This situation has led to inefficiencies for the

trucking industry as well as negative community and environmental impacts on

the Central Area and along King Edward Avenue.

Until new Ottawa River crossings are in place, it will be increasingly

important for the federal government to cooperate with the municipal and

provincial governments in Ontario and Quebec in implementing pro-transit and

transportation demand management strategies, along with modifications to

some of the bridges and their approaches, to meet increasing transportation

needs."

Therefore, in conclusion, the issue of lane reduction on King Edward would

be most appropriately addressed in the context of the environmental

assessment for the interprovincial bridges.  The TMP is a strategic

document, whereas the environmental assessment is a much more detailed study

of options, impacts and mitigations (which is the level of effort that is

required to address lane reductions).
