SUMMARY

STO/City of Ottawa/Residents Meeting June 28, 2007
Officials: Councilor Georges Bédard, Mauril Belanger, MP, Louise Poirier, chair, STO, Marie-Josée Bédard, STO, Robert Lapointe, Chef des opérations, STO, Salaj Berg, STO, Alain Mercier, Director, Transit Services and Phil Kerridge, Manager, Project King Edward
Citizens: Graeme Weeks & Brian Perry: York Street residents; Michel Vallée, Liz MacKenzie and Barbara Myers form the Lowertown Community Association & King Edward Task Force

Purpose of Meeting: Discuss removal of STO lay-by from King Edward Avenue

STO said they attempted to reduce layover times by applying the OC Transpo rule of 1 minute idling (they are also aware of the proposed new Ottawa idling limits, i.e., 5 minutes to be implemented in January 2008). STO put additional Inspectors to monitor the application of the new guidelines. STO idling policy does not apply when the temperature is below -5 Celsius degrees and above 26 Celsius degrees. They also attempted to find temporary parking/lay-by spaces other than KEA and, it appears they need a total of 21 spaces. They now have access to 5 spaces on St-Laurent (Gatineau). They will have access to another 3-5 spaces on Boulevard Fournier (Gatineau) when the construction work on the Lady Aberdeen Bridge will be completed but they still need access for at least 14 spaces. They have submitted a financial support request to the “Ministère des transports du Québec” for construction of a lay-by area before the entrance of the MacDonald-Cartier Bridge on the Gatineau side to fully service their needs and keep the STO buses off KEA. However, approval and implementation of the project may take a few years.  

Discussion of solutions in the immediate or short-term, medium term, and long-term: 

Short-term or immediate: 

· STO was asked to Increase the number of STO inspectors/supervisors appointed to ensure drivers don’t use spots they aren’t supposed to; 

· STO was asked to accelerate use of additional spaces on St-Laurent & Fournier.

· City of Ottawa and STO were asked to work quickly together to find a short/medium term solution to get the 14 STO lay-by spaces off KEA. Two options are to be considered (1) Ottawa could agree to contribute financially to the Gatineau side lay-by space Project presently under consideration by the Ministère des transports du Québec which might accelerate the approval process; and, (2) City of Ottawa could agree to invest in the development of 15 lay-by spaces on the west side the MacDonald-Cartier Bridge that will be potentially available after the construction work on KEA. Phil Kerridge advised us that id the City wants to move quickly on 

Longer-term: 

Option 1

Remove waiting posts and transfer to Quebec side. A report has been presented to the STO. This report is under consideration but they don’t want to share it yet. However, unofficially, it recommends construction of a lay-by area on the Gatineau side of the MacDonald-Cartier Bridge to be funded by Québec.

Option 2

City of Ottawa could agree to contribute to the Québec side Project or build a lay-by area on the west side of the MacDonald-Cartier Bridge at a cost of approximately $500,000. Councilor George Bédard said that he would explore that option with City officials but will need our help and support in doing so.  Either option would provide foe about 15 lay-by spaces and would resolve the lay-by problem on KEA. 

· It should be noted that STO buses are only authorized by the City of Ottawa to lay-by on KEA between St-Patrick and Rideau Streets. They apparently will not be not authorized to lay-by anymore in the near future on York or Georges.

Conclusion: 

We all agreed that we need to identify the tasks and timeframes so things could happen quickly. We agreed that we needed to set-up a structure (Georges Bédard & Mauril Bélanger are to take the lead on this) with representation form STO, City of Ottawa, OCT, Lowertown Community Association, King Edward Avenue Task Force and other group or persons deemed necessary.  This new Committee should be set up very quickly because work on Phase 2 of KEA will be completed at the end of November 2007 and work on Phase 3 should begin in the spring of 2008 and things need to be in place before that time. Mauril Bélanger & Georges Bédard also agreed to work on the financial options. 

Michel Vallée & Barbara Myers
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