Hello Ms. Leung:
 

Please circulate the letter below to members of the Transportation Committee.
 

Thank you,
Sarah Bonesteel and Dominique Boulais
 

 

Dear Councilors,

 

We are writing to express our concern about an item on the Transportation Committee meeting agenda.  City of Ottawa staff has released a report estimating the cost to study the reduction of King Edward Avenue from six to four lanes.  As Lowertown residents, we are very concerned about King Edward Avenue’s current truck traffic, safety, pollution, public transit, and aesthetic challenges.  King Edward Avenue requires immediate action from the City of Ottawa.  Reducing the street from six to four lanes is a tangible measure that will improve the quality of life for Lowertown residents and the experience of everyone who visits downtown Ottawa.    

 

I. Concerns

Truck Route: safety, pollution, noise and aesthetics

Despite being a residential street, King Edward Avenue is also the major truck route between Ottawa and Gatineau.  Although this was intended as a short-term measure when the Macdonald-Cartier Bridge was constructed in 1965, a more lasting solution was never found.  Forty years later, King Edward Avenue ranks among the City of Ottawa’s worst for safety, pollution and poor aesthetics.  

 

Intersections along King Edward Avenue, including St. Patrick, Rideau and Murray, are consistently some of the most dangerous in the city.  Two people have been killed in truck-related collisions in the past year, and many others have been killed or injured in truck-related incidents in recent years.  King Edward is not a suitable truck route, and residents of Lowertown daily risk their safety simply to commute within their own neighbourhood.       

 

STO Buses: safety, pollution, noise, aesthetics and traffic congestion

In addition to transport trucks, the STO bus system continues to use King Edward Avenue to lay-by 20 to 30 buses at a time in front of residences and a day care centre.  Despite the City of Ottawa’s idling by-law and constant community protest, these buses continue to idle beyond the by-law limitations.  They pollute residences along King Edward, and cause health hazards for pedestrians and cyclists.  The buses cause traffic congestion by occupying an entire lane of traffic.  The buses also block the line of sight for cars, cyclists and pedestrians at intersections and produce a large amount of noise.  Studies have shown that the level of pollution at Rideau and King Edward is far above acceptable standards.  The King Edward Avenue Task Force has expressed concern about STO buses laying-by on King Edward Avenue for over 15 years.  As residents of Lowertown, we are very frustrated by the City of Ottawa’s lack of action on the STO bus issue.  The pollution and traffic congestion caused by the STO buses requires immediate attention from the City of Ottawa.  The City of Ottawa should not be dedicating a lane on King Edward Avenue for STO bus parking.  STO bus parking is the City of Gatineau’s challenge and should be treated as such.  Ideally, we would like to see a transportation loop between Ottawa and Gatineau that eliminates the need for many OC Transpo and STO buses on King Edward Avenue, Rideau Street and Wellington Street.     

 

Street Environment: safety, crime, pollution, decreased property values, aesthetics

The presence of trucks, vehicle traffic moving at high speeds and STO buses have created a noisy, hazardous, polluted and unattractive road through Ottawa’s downtown.  This has led to a reduced quality of life for residents of King Edward and neighbouring streets, and a ghettoization of the city’s homeless people and social services.  The services provided by these organizations are necessary but the large number of properties owned by these organizations, and concentration of their clients in and near King Edward, is causing higher crime levels and deteriorating safety and property maintenance in the nearby community.  As the Coordinators of a Neighbourhood Watch area that borders King Edward Avenue from Guigues north to Boteler, we are very concerned about the prostitution, drugs, and crime in Lowertown West.  The street environment in this area has decreased property values and caused other land owners to leave buildings and lots abandoned, further deteriorating neighbourhood standards. 

 

II.  King Edward Avenue Lane Reduction Study

We are active members of the Lowertown Community Association, the King Edward Avenue Task Force and Neighbourhood Watch.  We volunteer our time to improve the quality of life for Lowertown residents, including increasing safety, neighbourhood aesthetics and community cohesion, and decreasing pollution and crime.  We are two of many Lowertown residents who are actively concerned and working towards improving the quality of life in our neighbourhood. 

The City of Ottawa needs to invest in short, medium and long-term planning that results in creative and integrated solutions to tackle Lowertown issues including: large vehicles in the downtown; inefficient public transit; high levels of noise, road and crime-related safety; the street environment and pollution.  Within Ottawa, these issues disproportionately affect Lowertown residents.  The current inner-city conditions that exist in Lowertown do not meet the aesthetic, safety or environmental leadership that we expect of our city council or in our nation’s capital.  

Until an east-end bridge is built to divert truck and other traffic from King Edward Avenue, reducing King Edward Avenue from six to four lanes between Boteler and Rideau, and from four to two lanes between Rideau and Laurier, is a medium-term solution that addresses several of my concerns.  The Lowertown Community Association and King Edward Avenue Task Force are proposing that the space created through lane reductions be reallocated for a grand boulevard with numerous trees, bike lanes, and a “buffer zone” between the community and traffic. Lowertown and the City of Ottawa will benefit enormously from the lane reductions and reallocation of space.  As a new east-end bridge will not be built for many years, interim measures are immediately required to ameliorate the situation on King Edward Avenue.  Road construction on King Edward during the past year has demonstrated that traffic is reasonably accommodated with four lanes.  A permanent lane reduction and re-designation of the space will increase the quality of life for Lowertown residents.

 

In the City of Ottawa staff’s report, they estimate that it will cost $275,000 to study the four lane option.  The City of Ottawa staff has consistently opposed the four-lane option.  Further, much of their report is dependent on information from Delcan Corporation, who also opposes the four lane option.  At no cost, the King Edward Avenue Task Force has collected relevant data and produced analysis that demonstrates merit in a four lane study, which could be conducted at a significantly reduced cost.  For example, although City of Ottawa staff contends that the four lane study would require extensive data collection and analysis, the City of Ottawa regularly collects intersection bridge counts.  The King Edward Avenue Task Force has used these bridge counts to analyze data for traffic crossings at major bridges in the downtown area and for intersections along King Edward Avenue.  The report produced by City of Ottawa staff does not provide a comprehensive breakdown of the costs involved in the four lane study.  We are very concerned that City of Ottawa staff has not accurately assessed the relevant available data and analysis, and have consequently unnecessarily inflated the cost of the four-lane option study.   

 

Action Required:

Like the King Edward Avenue Task Force, We believe that the cost of studying the reduction of King Edward Avenue from six to four lanes can be significantly reduced without compromising the quality or thoroughness of the study.  Please consider the findings of the King Edward Avenue Task Force as you decide on the four-lane option study.

 

As the reconstruction of King Edward Avenue continues, the road will be repaved as six lanes and sidewalks will be constructed, adding to the cost of reducing the road to four lanes.  Time is of the essence and a decision about the four lane study needs to be made quickly.  City of Ottawa staff has already delayed the production of their cost estimate by three months.  This delay is unwarranted and unjustified, given existing data and data that the City routinely collects.  Please do not let City staff threaten the study’s viability or the reduction of King Edward Avenue to four lanes with delays.  If you require additional time to consider and conduct a study on the four lane option, please implement an injunction on the King Edward Avenue reconstruction project, or insist on the timely and comprehensive production of data from City of Ottawa staff.  

 

Sincerely,

 

Sarah Bonesteel and Dominique Boulais

202-100 Bruyère Street
