Liz MacKenzie

221 Clarence Street, Ottawa, ON, K1N 5P9

613-789-1081   liz@storm.ca
Dear Members of Transportation Committee,

As a resident of Lowertown, I’m writing to you regarding the report appearing at Transportation Committee, October 3rd, 2007, regarding King Edward Avenue.

The report is about reducing lanes on King Edward Avenue and reallocating the space to create bike lanes and a tree-lined boulevard. 

When I read the report, the following questions came to mind:

1.
City staff proposes a high-cost consultant report to collect theoretical data. Why not implement the four-lane option as a pilot project, and assess the actual impact and collect real data?

2.
If King Edward is opened up to 6 lanes, how will we get any real data to determine the potential of the 4-lane option?

3.
Did Council not already commit to a four-lane option?

4.
The King Edward Avenue Task Force has analyzed traffic counts on bridges and found that the volume of traffic on other corridors has actually decreased during construction. Is this not sufficient evidence that reduced lanes during construction have contributed to decreased traffic? 

King Edward Avenue needs an interim solution to its long-standing problems. We’ve been dealing with trucks, buses and cars like no other community in the National Capital. Creative solutions are needed to reduce traffic and pollution in our community. 

Reducing lanes on the King Edward would be a good start.

I would like you to support my Councillor and the community’s wish to see the street reduced to 4 lanes from 6, and from 4 to 2 in Sandy Hill. 

Please ask staff to rethink their response to the four-lane option.

Sincerely
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Liz MacKenzie,

Resident, West Lowertown

