 

October 2, 2007

Dear Councillors,

I am writing on behalf of the Lowertown Community Association, which represents residents north of Rideau Street from the Rideau River to the Ottawa River and the Canal.  The residents of Lowertown are united in our interest in King Edward Avenue, though it physically divides our community, running directly through the middle of it.

The Lowertown Community Association supported the King Edward Avenue Task Force’s recommendation in 2000 that King Edward be reduced to 4 lanes from six, in order to bring the road into scale with the surrounding residential area, and remains supportive of this approach.  The current situation allows cars, trucks, and buses to speed unimpeded down what is indistinguishable from a freeway.  Current redevelopment, which includes some tree planting and new sidewalks, will do little to improve the conditions for residents who live around the roadway, and nothing for the cyclists who would like to share the road.  

The argument that lane reductions would result in traffic chaos have been proven unfounded, as the lane reductions resulting from the lengthy construction process have failed to result in any substantial increases in traffic congestion.

Lowertown has been experiencing substantial demographic change and growth over the last few years.  This is partly due to the City’s efforts to increase urban density.  Families, young professionals, empty nesters, and more are choosing to move to the core to be close to amenities, work, entertainment, and services, while reducing their environmental footprints.  On the surface, this indicate the City’s efforts have been successful, however, the City must ensure that those who have moved here will stay,  by  making downtown a place that people want to live.  The last thing we want is to see people give up and move away, faced with pollution, traffic, a lack of walking and cycling routes to work, school, shopping, or recreation.

The Lowertown Community Association strongly agrees with the King Edward Avenue Task Force, and residents who have indicated their support for a study on the 4 from 6 lane option.  We would also like to encourage the city to consider the option of a dedicated bike lane in each direction, which would allow for use of the current road construction design, with two lanes of traffic in each direction, as well as a cycling lane closest to the curb in each direction. 

We challenge Councillors to show vision and leadership today, and to explore options that will make Ottawa a better place to live, both today and in our future.

Sincerely, 

 

 

Angela Rickman

President

Lowertown Community Association

