Greetings Ms. Leung and Councilor Bedard:

Please find attached a written submission that I would

like to table for the Transportation Committee meeting

taking place October 3, 2007 re: King Edward Avenue

land reduction.  Unfortunately, I doubt with my work

schedule that day that I will be able to escape to

attend the session Wednesday.  However, I trust that

this document can be distributed to the relevant city

staff and councillors connsidering this issue?

I have also pasted a copy of the same text directly

below should there be any problems with the

attachment.  A confirmation of receipt would be

greatly appreciated.

Kind regards,

Jodi Brown

Rockwood Street, Ottawa

***********

October 1, 2007

Dear Ms. Leung, City Staff and Councilors:

Regrettably, our work schedules prevent us from

attending the October 3, 2007 Transportation Committee

Meeting in person to observe the discussion concerning

the analysis of a 4-lane option on King Edward Avenue.

 We therefore request that this letter be submitted

for consideration to city officials and councilors who

are working on this issue.

As residents, taxpayers, cyclists, and avid runners

who reside in the Eastern part of Lowertown, we

navigate King Edward Avenue with great trepidation

each day en route to work, and to the Market for

weekly errands and outings with family and visitors. 

It saddens us to witness the continual decline of this

once grand avenue, given its current state as a

dangerous 'urban highway'.

The number of injuries and fatalities on King Edward

Avenue continue to rise in addition to other serious

socio-economic issues in this area (exacerbated by

increasing overt drug use and presence of hazards

associated with make-shift drug paraphernalia thanks

to the cancellation of the safe inhalation program -

but I will save my thoughts on that for another day!).

 What is equally disturbing to us is how the thoughts,

concerns and advocacy of the most affected community

and populations continue to be blatantly ignored on

the issue of King Edward Avenue, and concerning many

others issues affecting our community. One can only

wonder whether the City would ever allow a grand

Avenue in "The Glebe" or Rockliffe to decay in the

manner that King Edward Avenue has, or whether the tax

dollars from those elite neighbourhoods is more

important than the health and safety of the residents

near and along King Edward Avenue who continue to

lobby for action to combat the pollution, traffic

hazards, crime, etc. that are daily occurrences.  

We encourage you to review the data and the archival

photos that some members of the King Edward Avenue

Task Force worked tirelessly to compile in an

electronic presentation.  Observe for yourself, 'what

could be'.  We would like to underscore our support

for maintaining only 4 lanes of traffic along King

Edward Avenue north of Rideau Street.  This would

enable the construction of safe cycling routes and

pedestrian areas, as well as space for greenery and

other streetscapes to improve the appearance and safe

and pleasurable use of the Avenue.  While some may say

that such action may increase vehicle congestion, we

believe it would have the immediate and direct result

of increasing use of public transit, and commuting by

foot and bicycle. After all, if Ottawa is truly

looking to become a 'green city' we should be

undertaking measures such as this to make our streets

more pedestrian and cyclist friendly.  In the absence

of a four-lane landscape, there is no merit in adding

new trees, shrubs or artscapes, etc. since pedestrians

would risk limb, lungs and life while trying to view

the art amidst the trucks carrying dangerous goods and

winding through our downtown core, and the vegetation

will not grow if the current pollutant riddled trucks

and traffic are maintained (as per the stunted growth

of the greenery that has existed for years along

Merivale!).

While we realize that this issue is complex given the

multijurisdictional relevance for municipal,

provincial and federal levels, there is no justifiable

excuse to ignore issues that affect the health and

safety of residents in our city, be they men and women

living in shelters, children attending day care along

a dangerous urban highway, those living in urban

residential areas attempting to cross this

thoroughfare everyday to get to work, or seniors

looking to enjoy their golden years in an area that

should enable them to walk safely to the bank and

grocery store.

We hope that you give serious consideration to the

four-lane option and finally take to heart the need to

protect the health and safety of Lowertown residents

and that of surrounding communities.

Thanking you in advance for your time and

consideration.

Jodi Brown & Anthony Carter

Rockwood Street, Ottawa

