----- Original Message ----- 
From: Barbara Myers 

To: Anne-Marie.Leung@ottawa.ca ; kingedward-taskforce@googlegroups.com 

Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2007 7:44 PM

Subject: Letter in support of Four Lanes on King Edward Avenue

If you build it, they will come. If you reduce it, they will find another way.

 

1. During the months that King Edward Avenue has been reduced to four lanes owing to construction, traffic over the Macdonald-Cartier bridge and the street has declined. Not only that, traffic has also declined over several other bridges between Gatineau and Ottawa over the same time period.

 

2. STO buses served more than 240,000 residents as of January 2007 and their transit plan calls for an additional 10 buses in service by 2010.

 

These two facts-- bus ridership increase and vehicle use decrease-- go far to satisfy the requirements of the 2002 Environmental Study Report for the King Edward Avenue Renewal Project so that lanes can now confidently be reduced from six to four lanes without significantly affecting traffic flow.
 

The data upon which the staff report is based are five years old and include projections of use. Current actual data contradict those projections.

 

We are told that it will cost $125,000 to conduct a feasibility study. This amount is at the high end. It would seem, on the contrary, that an actual RFP in which the data already collected can be provided to the contractor would result in a significantly lower price.

 

What are the competing interests for the development and use of King Edward Avenue?  Traffic flow versus a safe and livable community. If traffic flow can be reasonably accommodated with four lanes, then the community needs can be met without compromising commerce.

 

People who live in the Lowertown community, in the mixed-use city core, domesticate the neighbourhood and ameliorate the negative aspects such as the large homeless population, high drug use, and an urban highway. If people cease to make their homes here, are driven away by unlivable conditions, the city would be much the poorer in all respects. It’s to everyone’s advantage to take any modest measures possible to keep people living in this area.  
 
Respectfuly submitted,
 
Barbara Myers
274 King Edward Avenue
