Ms. Barbara Myers

Lowertown Community Association

May 31, 2007

Dear Ms. Myers,

I would like to have this letter submitted for the meeting this evening with regards to the STO Buses.

The Andrew Fleck Child Care Centre is located at 195 and 185 George St. As we all know the STO buses continually park along the side of King Edward St and along George St.

Not only do these buses cause great safety concerns for our staff parking area, which is off King Edward but also even more importantly they cause tremendous health, safety and environmental concerns for our children.

On a daily basis the staff encounter huge safety issues trying to access and leave the staff parking area, located off King Edward at the corner of George St. It is impossible to see around the buses when staff need to pull into the parking areas and so difficult to see if any pedestrians are crossing at this spot. It is also a very serious safety issue as staff need to back out of the parking spaces and cannot see around the buses onto King Edward to determine whether there is any traffic coming. Many vehicles quickly pull into the right turning lane to turn onto George St, and this is the lane that staff must back into. With the buses parked right along King Edward it is impossible to see if any vehicles are coming into that turning lane. There have also been many occasions when an STO bus is actually blocking the parking area and when staff have requested for the drivers to please move they have often been given rude responses.

Although, these are legitimate concerns our greater concern is that for the health and safety of our children!

On many occasions, the STO buses turn right onto George St at a very high rate of speed. Our children are crossing George St, right at that corner at pick up and drop off time. On one occasion a mother had to actually drag her daughter across the street due to an STO bus driving much too quickly around that corner, going up onto our side of the sidewalk on George St. There would have been absolutely no way that the bus could’ve stopped in time without hitting them. We have posted signs at the Centre stating that parents need to be very careful crossing this street due to the buses. A report was made to the STO office with regards to this incident.

Our other concern is the fact that the STO buses will park along George St. and leave their buses idling as they go into Loeb or wherever and get a coffee or whatever. These buses are idling for over 5 minutes sometimes longer. The exhaust from these buses goes directly into our playground where the children are playing!!! The fumes that our children are breathing in from the STO buses sitting there idling is highly toxic and due to the fact that the children are running around they are breathing even more deeply. Neither the children, nor the staff should have to be breathing in these toxic fumes while they are outside supposedly enjoying the fresh air. This is completely unacceptable!

Again, when I or other staff members have approached the drivers and requested that they please turn off their buses, we have been told that they are “not allowed” to do so, or that they won’t be long!!!

The cost to the children’s health and the environment surely out ways the necessity for these buses to be idling for any period of time.

We would like to request that STO promptly investigate these concerns and ensure the following:

1. If the buses must park along George St., that all bus drivers turning onto George St. be vigilant about children and parents crossing the road and that they are driving slowly and with caution.

2. That all bus engines must be turned off at all times.

3. If the buses must park along King Edward that STO ensures the safety of individuals walking and driving along King Edward by having the buses park further away from the staff parking area so that staff can determine if there are any pedestrians or vehicles approaching.

On behalf of the children, families and staff of Andrew Fleck Child Care Centre we would like to thank you for the opportunity to bring these very serious concerns to your attention.

Sincerely,

Kate Carradine

Manager, Andrew Fleck Group Care Program

613 789 4100

kcarradine@afchildcare.on.ca
