Four-Lane Study Timeline
October 15th, 1965 – The Macdonald-Cartier Bridge is officially opened.
1965-1980 – Highway 5 was constructed on the Quebec side resulting in the spaghetti freeway system that one sees when crossing the Macdonald-Cartier Bridge into Gatineau. This link connects the bridge to Highway 50 in northern Gatineau. A similar freeway was planned for Lowertown East and Sandy Hill. The freeway would have resulted in the expropriation of thousands of people and led to the demolition of a huge swath of Ottawa’s heritage. While a large number of people were expropriated in Lowertown East, Sandy Hill opposed the project at the time and the City of Ottawa cancelled it.
The next proposal that came up was for the new link between the Queensway and Macdonald-Cartier Bridge to use the old rail right-of-way along the Rideau River. Most of the Vanier Parkway was completed, except for a section that ran along New Edinburgh. This community was opposed and later successful in having the option for a final connection removed from city plans. Further to this, trucks were also banned from using the Vanier Parkway. No such ban was planned for King Edward Avenue.

During this time, the large elm trees along King Edward Avenue were cut down. The street lanes were increased from 4 to 6, and to as many as 9 at the intersection of St. Patrick Street. Most of Lowertown East was demolished and replaced by social housing, and a new “parkway” was built to accommodate traffic from the Vanier Parkway through Lowertown to the Macdonald-Cartier Bridge. It is a little-known fact that thousands of people were expropriated due to this action, and that not only is the community of Lowertown subject to the major truck route on King Edward Avenue, but it also has a major parkway in its eastern vicinity. As far as can be determined, none of the options looked at the way transit could play into these plans. It appears that the 1960’s philosophy of the car were driving the city transportation planners.

The original intention seems to have been for the lanes on King Edward to be increased temporarily. Unfortunately, this became a permanent situation as truck and car traffic grew over the years.

1986 – Mayor Jim Durrell took an interest in the King Edward problem. At the same time, the King Edward Avenue Task Force was founded by David Arenburg and Viviane Hostetler. The task force had the backing of the Lowertown West and East Community Associations.
1980-1999 – Several different studies took place over these years considering options for improving King Edward Avenue. One study in the late 1980’s looked at the option of reducing lanes on King Edward Avenue, but without other transportation corridors concluded that the traffic volumes had to be accommodated. A further plan was prepared by the City of Ottawa in the mid-1990’s called the King Edward Avenue Community Improvement Plan. While the plan did not include lane reductions, it did recommend a t-intersection to replace the on and off ramps of the Macdonald-Cartier Bridge. This t-intersection would have urbanized the traffic movement that was free-flowing before.
1998-99 – Angie Todesco, President of the King Edward Avenue Task Force and the Rideau Street BIA launched an appeal to the OMB. At issue were the removal by the former Regional Municipality of Ottawa-Carleton of the Vanier Parkway extension and the Kettle Island corridor from the official plans at the time. Also at issue was the continued postponement of the King Edward Avenue Community Improvement Plan. The result of this OMB appeal was the removal of the Vanier Parkway extension from city plans, the protection of the Kettle Island right-of-way, and an order directed at the City of Ottawa for the immediate implementation of the Community Improvement Plan.
1999 – The King Edward Avenue Task Force released a document regarding the improvement of the avenue. The document was submitted to all of council. It contained recommendations including the reduction of King Edward Avenue to four lanes. The idea was to create a buffer zone of space and trees between the community and the road. The benefits would include decreased crossing distances, fewer vehicles leading to overall less localized pollution, a reduction in noise, a substantial improvement in the appearance of the avenue, and encouragement of the posted speed limit by slowing traffic down.

2000-2002 – The King Edward Avenue Environmental Assessment was conducted by the Delcan Corporation. The King Edward Avenue Task Force was intensely involved in this process, but became more and more disappointed as it progressed. There was an unmistakable sense that the end goal was no longer to improve the quality of life of the residents in the area, but to replace the infrastructure. The main Delcan consultant insisted this was not a beautification project, but a replacement of infrastructure, and that current traffic levels had to be accommodated. It was stated by the consultant that there was "... lack of a practical, high frequency, high capacity transit system to service these travel demands..." This was of course fallacious. The 4-lane option proposed by the task force was rejected by the consultant.
July 17th, 2002 – The final recommended plan for King Edward Avenue was presented to the City of Ottawa Transportation Committee. An appeal was made by the King Edward Avenue Task Force for the avenue to be immediately reduced to four lanes. Councillor Clive Doucet put forward a motion in support of the idea. While the motion failed, the councillors were sympathetic and directed city staff to look at the 4-lane option when each of four milestones had passed including a review of the city’s Transportation Master Plan. Several of the milestones passed in the ensuing years, but the direction given by council was never followed.
2006 – Work began on the implementation of the King Edward Avenue Renewal. The avenue between the on and off ramps and St. Patrick Street was reduced to 4 lanes from 6. Representing the busiest section of the avenue, it remained this way for about two years. While there was major traffic congestion the first few weeks, traffic patterns adjusted and the community remarked that the traffic flow appeared to be the same as before. This was an indication that there might be a possibility of leaving the avenue at 4 lanes permanently.

2006-2007 – In 2006 and early 2007, Councillor George Bédard was contacted regarding the idea of reducing King Edward to 4 lanes. He was interested in helping the community to further pursue the idea.
May 16th, 2007- Using the motion passed in 2002 as his starting point, the councillor decided to go to the Transportation Committee and request that a cost estimate be provided for a 4-lane study. At committee, city staff and a representative from Delcan Corporation opposed the idea of a traffic study. The community insisted that there was an opportunity to improve things considerably on King Edward. The committee agreed with the community and voted in favour of a cost estimate. In addition, Councillor Marianne Wilkinson had suggested that city staff should return with the cost estimate in no less than 1 month.
June 13th, 2007 – City Council approved the request for a cost estimate by a vote of 14-6.

August 8th, 2007 – Fearing that city staff might be postponing the results of the cost estimate for the 4-lane option, an appeal was made to the Chair of the Transportation Committee, Councillor Maria McRae. The next planned meeting of the Transportation Committee was planned for September, and this would mean that 3 months would have passed since the original request was made. Councillor Bédard’s office had been unable to obtain a status update on the request.
September 27th, 2007 – A meeting was arranged between city staff and the community by Councillor George Bédard’s office. The meeting was attended by Marc Aubin, Michel Vallée and Barbara Myers from the community, Councillor Bédard, and John Buck, Michael Flainek and R. G. Hewitt from the City of Ottawa. The representatives from the city insisted that the only way they could support lane reductions was with the addition of a bridge. They were very concerned about the effects of reducing lanes on their capability of managing traffic. The community pointed out that the avenue had been functioning for almost a year without serious congestion problems, and that something substantial needed to be done to deal with the serious urban decay along the avenue.  
October 3rd, 2007 – City staff returned to Transportation Committee with a cost estimate 5 months after it was requested. It stated that the cost of a feasibility study would be in the range of $125,000, and that extensive data collection was required. The King Edward Avenue Task Force suggested that the price of such a study was inflated and that the work involved was exaggerated. The task force also provided councillors with its own analysis of recent traffic data collected from the City of Ottawa from before and after the avenue was reduced to 4 lanes. The findings suggested that there was a decrease in the overall traffic volume and no dispersion to other interprovincial bridges. The community provided 14 individual letters of support, 5 letters of support from community organizations, and a letter of support from the former Governor General, the Honourable Adrienne Clarkson. A report regarding the failure of the King Edward Renewal was also submitted by Ecology Ottawa. The Transportation Committee decided to go ahead and recommend going forward.
October 24th, 2007 - After a considerable effort on the part of the Lowertown Community, City Council voted almost unanimously (18-2) in favour of a 4-lane feasibility study looking at the permanent reduction of King Edward to 4 lanes at a cost of $125,000.
November 30th, 2007 – Another meeting was held including Marc Aubin and Michel Vallée from the community, Councillor Bédard, and John Buck, Rob Orchin, and Michael Flainek from the city. The purpose of this meeting was to determine the procedure for undertaking the 4-lane study. Mr. Buck stated that he was unsure about the goal. He asked if 1) we wanted bus lanes, or 2) we wanted to actually reduce lanes. If we wanted bus lanes, then his group could look at the idea, but if it involved actually lane reductions, then he would need to speak with Nancy Schepers, since this was a planning issue. The community had several questions, but most of these could not be answered until it was determined who would be responsible for the study. Mr. Buck promised to get back to us.
November 2007 to March 2008 - Over the ensuing months, city staff were continually asked for a status update on the 4-lane study, including 1) who would be responsible, 2) what would the process be, and 3) how could the community get involved?

March 4th, 2008 - After several phone calls and email inquiries by the community and the councillors office over a 4-month period, and at least one last-minute cancellation due to city staff being unprepared, they were finally able to meet. The meeting included Marc Aubin, Michel Vallée, and John Verbaas from the community, Councillor Bédard, Nancy Schepers and Vivi Chi from Planning, Michael Flainek, Rob Orchin and John Buck from Traffic and Operations, and Phil Kerridge and Bruce Mason who were managing the King Edward renewal. 

The community presented a professional PowerPoint presentation regarding the 4-lane study. Ms. Schepers had to leave soon after. This was followed by some arguing between city staff, specifically Vivi Chi (Planning) and Michael Flainek (Traffic Operations) about who was responsible for the 4-lane study. Four months had passed, and they still had not even figured this out. The original intention of this meeting was to discuss the terms of reference for this study (the community would eventually find out that there were none...). The meeting ended with city staff promising to respond to Councillor Bédard and the community regarding who was responsible within two weeks.

Late March 2008 - Three weeks passed, and phone calls and email inquiries were made again by the community and the councillor's office. The bureaucracy was silent.

April 16th, 2008 - Due to staff's lack of communication, Councillor Bédard made an official inquiry at the Transportation Committee requesting a status update for the 4-lane study and the Cathcart Crosswalk.

April 17th, 2008 - City staff promptly responded. Nancy Schepers sent an email indicating that the 4-lane study had been rolled into the overall review of the Transportation Master Plan (TMP). Very few details were given and city staff continued to ignore specific questions raised regarding the process. The concern on the part of the community was this was city staff's way of rolling the study under the carpet out of view. 

June 25th, 2008 - Frustrated by a lack of action and what appeared to be an obstruction of the process, Marc Aubin, member of the King Edward Avenue Task Force, and member of the executive for the Lowertown Community Association, sent a strongly worded message to Councillor Bédard, and cc'd the City Manager, Kent Kirkpatrick. 

July 2nd, 2008 - One enquiry made by Councillor Bédard's office was responded to by Nancy Schepers. Again, the message was brief and did not provide much detail. It specifically indicated that King Edward Avenue would not be looked at in isolation of the overall transportation network, that it would be reviewed as part of the TMP review, and that the community was free to comment on the overall TMP when it goes to general public consultations in the fall. This was seen as a direct obstruction of the will of council. Council asked for a feasibility study looking at King Edward being reduced permanently to 4 lanes, and for it to be based on the current pilot that was taking place on King Edward Avenue over the past two years (King Edward had been 4 lanes due to construction). The message from Ms. Schepers basically stated that there would be no independent study, no final report, and the community would be essentially left out of the process.
June 3rd, 2008 – A strongly worded email was sent to Councillor Maria McCrae to intervene in the situation of the 4-lane study.
