King Edward Avenue Forum, May 31st, 2007 – Meeting Summary

A meeting was held following the success of the community rally on King Edward on April 16th, 2007. Those in attendance agreed to the idea of a forum brought forward by the president of the Lowertown Community Association, Angela Rickman. The committee met on a weekly basis for about 1 month.  The organizing committee was composed of about 10 people including members of the Lowertown Community Association and the previously active King Edward Avenue Task Force. This initial group included:

Marc Aubin

Bruce Baker

Sarah Bonesteel

Dominique Boulais

Brook Burchfiel
Louyse Chouinard
Louise Huot

Barbara Myers

David Small

On May 31st, 2007, the King Edward Avenue Forum was held on the topic of King Edward Avenue. The management of La Nouvelle Scène, the French theatre at 333 King Edward Avenue, graciously provided its facilities, equipment and staff for the event. Guests included: 

Mauril Bélanger, MP for Ottawa-Vanier, 

George Bédard, Councillor for Ward 12 - Rideau-Vanier, 

Marianne Wilkinson, Councillor for Ward 4 – Kanata North, and

A representative from  Madeleine Meilleur’s office, MPP for Ottawa-Vanier

The evening began at 6PM with the arrival of Lowertown residents. About 100 residents and business owners attended. Bilingual poster boards were set up for viewing, and they included the evening’s agenda, pollution diagram, diagram and list of problems on King Edward, newspaper articles, and photos. The signs from the April 16th rally were also placed along the periphery at the front of the room. About 100 chairs were set up with a  project screen and table at the front of the room. 

The first part of the evening was a walkabout on King Edward. Originally, this was intended to be a walk with the media, politicians, and residents. Unfortunately, neither the politicians nor the media arrived in time. The walkabout consisted of a crowd of about one dozen. The group carried signs as it walked south up to Rideau Street. Some drivers honked supportively. After crossing to the west side, the group continued down to Murray, crossed back over to the eastern side, and then returned to La Nouvelle Scène. Along the way, the group stopped at spots indicated on the diagram provided at the meeting. Different members of the organizing committee pointed out various problems on the street. It was an informative walk. It is quite unfortunate that none of our politicians made the effort to show up for it. 

Upon returning, after some delay, the slide show was started. By this point, MP Mauril Belanger had arrived, and the city councillor, George Bédard, arrived towards the end. The slide show turned out excellent. The visual and sound effects were impressive. La Nouvelle Scène provided its sound system for the event.

The slideshow was followed by introductions and a question period prepared by the organizing committee. The discussion was moderated by Angela Rickman, chair of the Lowertown Community Association, and Michel Vallée, chair of the King Edward Avenue Task Force.Each member on the panel introduced himself and his thoughts on the issue of King Edward. Four specific questions related to the topics of the forum were asked of the politicians present. The questions related to getting the crosswalk at Cathcart Street, removing the bus lay-bys, reducing King Edward to 4 lanes permanently, and building a bridge in the east end to remove the truck route. 

The question period was opened up to the community afterwards. A variety of concerns came up such as street safety, drug problems, robberies, small businesses needing help, etc. There were questions up until 9PM at night. At this point, unfortunately, Councillor Bédard, had to rush off, and the meeting ended. 

This was a very useful event for everyone involved. Names were gathered for a petition, emails were gathered to keep people updated, and everyone learned from the experience. Insights were gained from the walkabout, from talking with each other, politicians, hearing the questions asked, and the slide show. This meeting formed the platform of the reactivated King Edward Avenue Task Force, and the actions that would follow.

This was a very successful meeting for the Lowertown community. No one has seen this many people at such a meeting in many, many years. It speaks volumes about the deleterious effect that the poor condition of King Edward Avenue is in. Let us hope that it will be the beginning of a final solution for this important street in Lowertown.

