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Media Advisory





           

Date: Tuesday, October 2, 2007 

New Report - City Fails King Edward Avenue: 

Transportation Committee to Decide 
on Four Lane Option on October 3
(Ottawa) Ecology Ottawa launched its report “How the City of Ottawa failed King Edward Avenue” today in anticipation of the Transportation Committee’s agenda item on King Edward Avenue.  This case study examines the damage that poor city planning has done to the community of Lowertown and recommends a way to restore what was once a grand Avenue in the heart of the City of Ottawa. “It is a clear example of what happens when you turn a community into an off ramp,” said Liz Bernstein of Ecology Ottawa.

On Wednesday October 3 at 9:30 a.m., the City of Ottawa Transportation Committee will consider the plight of King Edward Avenue.  Ecology Ottawa calls on the committee to support a study on the current impact of reducing King Edward Avenue from six to four lanes during construction and consider a dedicated bike lane in each direction.
The pollution on King Edward Avenue poses both a health and environmental threat.   A 2002 environmental assessment of the King Edward Avenue-Rideau intersection found that pollution levels were reaching 200% of acceptable levels when measured at peak-hour.  Much of the cause of this extremely high level of pollution is the many trucks that use King Edward Avenue as a through-way and the 20-30 STO buses per day that frequently sit and idle on the side of the road, often outside of residences, and in one case, right beside a daycare centre.

The King Edward Avenue report was prepared with the assistance of Marc Aubin of the King Edward Avenue Task Force.   A copy of the report has been sent to all City Councillors.

For further information, please contact:
Liz Bernstein, Ecology Ottawa, 613-262-1969

For a copy of the report, please visit www.ecologyottawa.ca
For additional information on the King Edward Task Force, contact Marc Aubin at 613-298-6894
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