AIR POLLUTION ISSUES ON KING EDWARD AVENUE

POLLUTANTS PRODUCEDAS RESULT OF URBAN HIGHWAY

· King Edward has become a major six-lane highway, main carrier of transport trucks, road commerce between Quebec and Ontario

· Approximately 60,000 vehicles pass every day

EVEN MORE POLLUTANTS AS BUS LAY-BY

· Gatineau’s STO buses lay-by (now concentrated between Murray and George streets, and along York, for up to three hours daily

· Lay-by includes blocks with houses and a day-care centre  

· Bus diesel engines left to idle at least 5 minutes

· Buses frequently left idling without a driver

EFFECT OF VEHICULAR EMISSIONS ON AIR QUALITY

· Vehicles are greatest source (up to 90%) of all emissions (see: City of Ottawa pamphlet, “Idling Gets You Nowhere”)

· An idling vehicle emits 20 times more pollution than one traveling at 50 kmh

· At least 50% of Ontario’s air pollution is home-produced (rest from U.S.) 

· (Stats from City of Ottawa pamphlet, “Idling Gets You Nowhere”)

HOW BAD IS IT?

· So far, can only estimate since Province measures “downtown” air quality at residential intersection of Wurtenburg and Rideau (soon to add one more site on Carling Avenue)

· When readings are “moderate” there, they would measure much higher on King Edward

· Even “moderate” levels pose respiratory risks and changes to the blood chemistry 

HEALTH ISSUES FOR LOCAL COMMUNITY

· Canadian scientists have found a startling rise in death rates associated with living within 50 metres of a major highway and 100 metres of a city road that carries a stew of polluting cars and trucks. (July 2004 issue of American Journal of Epidemiology.)

· A new study (January 2007) about the effects of local highway pollution on children’s health has determined that living near highways can cause lifelong health risks.  (Los Angeles Times)

· Air pollution causes between 290 and 340 premature deaths each year in the City of Ottawa. (“Ottawa: Moving Towards a Green Steady State”, by Patrick Quealey, Ottawa Life Magazine, Sept. 2006)

CLIMATE CHANGE : CITY-WIDE SMOG, GLOBAL WARMING

· Increased levels of greenhouse gases lead to a rise in average global temperatures and result in a changing climate with very real impacts on the local level

· Ottawa’s average temperature has increased 1% in the past 30 years – twice the global average for the same period

· Ottawa can expect more frequent and intensive heat waves, ice storms, droughts, respiratory illness and vector-borne diseases (Stats from Quealey article)

MACRO SOLUTIONS

· Reduce trucking, replace with rail.

· Construct new bridge especially for commercial use in a non-urban area

IN THE SHORT TERM – DOABLE STEPS TO REDUCE POLLUTANTS NOW

· LAY-BYS – Remove STO lay-by from King Edward Avenue. Immediately prohibit bus lay-bys and idling of engines within 100 metres of residences or schools (Ottawa/Gatineau)
· MEASURE – Install roadside emission monitors where concentration of traffic is heaviest: eg, King Edward (Ottawa/Province of Ontario)
· DIVERT – A portion of truck transport trucks to alternate routes

· EXPLORE – use of rail lines for portion of transport

· INSTALL – diesel particulate filters on corporate fleets to reduce tailpipe emissions by 85 %; costs approximately $700 each (Ottawa/Gatineau) Explore law requiring transport trucks to install particulate filters.

Contact: Barbara Myers, King Edward Committee, Lowertown Community Association: bjmyers@sympatico.ca 

