We've got to prevent people from being killed by trucks'

 

Sheila Moore clutched her homemade sign and shivered.
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Sheila Moore clutched her homemade sign and shivered.

The Ottawa woman was among about 30 people who gathered on the corner of King Edward Avenue and Rideau Street last night to remember people killed or injured by vehicles in this heavily-congested area. The protesters, many of whom were Lowertown residents, carried signs saying, "Our community is not an off ramp" and "No more dead pedestrians."

They also called on government officials to come up with a solution to permanently remove truck traffic from the King Edward corridor.

For Ms. Moore, the vigil was personal. Her 86-year-old aunt, Stephanie Clavel, died on Oct. 31 after being struck by a dump truck at the intersection of Rideau and Cumberland streets.

"Knowing this is going on, she would want me to be here," said Ms. Moore.

"We've got to prevent people from being killed by trucks," she said.

Ms. Moore remembered her aunt as a vivacious woman who loved her family and was never in a bad mood.

Angela Rickman, president of the Lowertown Community Association, said she hoped the vigil would put a human face on the situation, which she says has been a problem for decades.

"This is a recipe for disaster," she told the crowd. "No community should have to live with this."

According to Ms. Rickman, between 2,500 and 3,000 trucks pass by this intersection every day going to or from the Macdonald-Cartier Bridge. If it was a border crossing, she said it would be the fifth busiest in Canada.

Over the 40-minute vigil, at least a dozen heavy trucks manoeuvred around the tight corner.

Ottawa Vanier MPP Madeleine Meilleur said it was time to find another route for trucks. "The trucks don't want to be downtown and we don't want them downtown," she said.

Ms. Meilleur added she did not want to see the problem simply moved to another neighbourhood.

The proposal to build an interprovincial bridge in the east end connecting Ottawa and Gatineau via Kettle Island would reduce truck traffic in the King Edward corridor by 30 per cent.

But Ms. Rickman said her community association wants all the trucks off King Edward Avenue.

Lise Martin, who has lived in Lowertown for more than 20 years, called the current situation unacceptable and said the trucks have to go.

"They've made our neighbourhood a highway," said the mother of three. "Obviously, no one wants it in their neighbourhood, but the suburbs have had their way for a long time."

Holding candles and placards, the crowd crossed the intersection a number of times while rush hour traffic whizzed by. One woman joked, rather darkly, that the group would continue the protest until someone got hit by a car.

- - -

King Edward Death, Injury Toll

Oct. 31, 2008: Woman, 86, dies after being hit by truck at Rideau and Cumberland streets.

Oct. 14, 2008: Wheelchair occupant is struck on King Edward at Laurier and is seriously hurt.

July 2007: Truck hits car; 65-year-old passenger is killed.

March 2007: 20-year-old woman is struck and suffers a broken pelvic bone.

September 2006: Truck strikes and kills elderly male pedestrian at King Edward and Rideau.

November 2005: 53-year-old woman is struck at King Edward and Rideau, suffers life-threatening injuries.

June 2003: 81-year-old man is hit by a truck at King Edward and Rideau and dragged several meters, but survives.

October 2002: 22-year-old courier driver dies when a car hits his parked vehicle on King Edward.

June 2002: Bus crashes into doughnut shop at King Edward and St. Patrick, injuring two.

May 1997: 86-year-old woman is struck and killed by a vehicle on King Edward.

1997-1999: 20 cyclists and pedestrians are hit by vehicles on King Edward.

-- Lowertown Community
