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I am here this afternoon representing the Lowertown Community Association.  Thank you for taking the time to listen to this presentation.
As a downtown neighbourhood, we have serious concerns about the direction the city is taking.  
In October, our Community Association held a community meeting to look at solutions to our growing problems with drug use in our community.  We were looking for ideas on how to confront the circumstances that contribute to the conditions that help fuel drug use and addiction, and to find out what we as citizens can do to affect the changes needed to help solve the drug problem.  We discovered that policing and enforcement alone will not do it; we need to ensure that there are supports for those who want to get off drugs, including treatment programs, affordable housing, employment and training supports, and more.
While all of these are not wholly the responsibility of the City, the city does have a role in providing what has become an increased proportion of these services.  I congratulate those Councillors who discovered their activist voices yesterday and marched on Parliament Hill, and would wholeheartedly encourage more of the same kind of activism with both the federal and provincial governments in securing increased funding for affordable housing, local drug treatment and rehabilitations programs in our local area, and funding for local employment support programs.

As for options identified by staff in the proposed budget to reduce current service standards by making reductions in Employment and Community Programs and Immigration Services, including reducing workshops that are delivered in the Employment Resouce Centres, employment placement

services, community placement development, training for clients.
Furthermore, supports to affordable housing, including the capital expenditures for the OCH Public Housing Program must be maintained.

I would like to thank Councillors for the motion endorsing continued support for Community Centres and services. One of the proposed closures identified is the Routhier Community Centre, which serves our community.  

Considering that the  residential density of Lowertown continues to grow, the shortage of community meeting space and local services has become even more scarce; and given the City claims to want to make Ottawa’s core more liveable; Routhier’s importance to the community, we are relieved at Council’s assurances.

We are also concerned about cuts to the outdoor rink program.  Lowertown is home to the oldest outdoor rink in Ottawa, and without the support, we would lose it.  It serves a valuable and growing role  in our community, as more children and young families move into the core.  We should be making the area more attractive, not les..

We in Lowertown already shoulder a disproportionate share of the tax burden, paying as much to put in new roads and sewers in sprawling new subdivisions, as well as paying for their maintenance and upkeep.  We pay for better roads to get more cars downtown, while suffering with the traffic congestion, noise, and pollution that come with the vehicles.
Many of us have our own cars, but in Lowertown, where many houses were built without driveways, we pay for the privilege of having vehicles by paying for on-street parking permits to leave our cars behind while we walk or bus to work.

Our property values have spiked with new development and infill downtown, which in turn means that we pay more taxes, without any improvement in services.  As property values, and taxes, have increased, many who have lived in the area for a long time can no longer afford to do so, and without any policy on affordable housing as a percentage of new developments, it will mean that the core could soon be a place where only the wealthy are able to afford to live.
Transit fee increases and service cuts are a foolish, regressive move.  In a city where one of our stated goals is improving the use of alternative transportation, we are instead punishing those who opt for public transit, while holding the line on parking fees in city lots.  What about charging for the use of roads?
Ottawa falls far short of other Canadian cities when it comes to air quality, the cost of public transit, the quality of public transit, on waste diversion, etc.  

Time constraints here and in the process limit the number of recommendations and the depth of analysis I am able to provide here today, but I would be happy to answer questions here or later, and will further communicate Lowertown residents concerns in writing to Council in future.
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I would like to ask Councillors, and all of us who own homes, whether or not we really believe that we can maintain a home without spending any money to repair it.  It would be ridiculous to assume that once you buy a house, you need only budget to pay the heat and hydro, and that those costs will remain fixed.  None of us advocates wasting money, but it is unrealistic to think that we can maintain our existing roads, sewers, buildings, vehicles, and more, while constructing new roads, sewers, and buildings which also need to be maintained, without it costing money.  It is foolhardy to raid our children’s future to pay for our tax break.  We should stop subsidizing unsustainable growth and practices, and re-allocate our resources to those that are best for all of us.

Thank you.

