Meilleur rules out photo radar for KEA

Posted Jun 19, 2009 By Desmond Devoy


EMC News - Ottawa-Vanier MPP Madeleine Meilleur has ruled out the possibility of photo radar to get drivers to slow down along King Edward Avenue. 
In a letter dated Monday, May 25, sent to Marc Aubin of the King Edward Avenue Task Force, Meilleur wrote that "At this time, the government of Ontario is not considering re-introducing photo radar." 
While Meilleur did not doubt the benefits of photo radar on changing driver's behaviour, she countered that it would "only possibly change behaviours weeks after the fact when the driver receives a notice of offense. I believe there are better options, such as radar guns which show drivers the speed limit and their exact speed. These change behaviours instantly." 
Meilleur ended her letter to Aubin by stating that "Photo radar is a topic that has been discussed in the past but it is unlikely that we will be re-opening this debate at this time. However, I am willing to meet with (City Councillor Georges) Bedard on this issue to see what can be done." 
"Clearly, her arguments are out of whack with what evidence shows," said Lowertown Community Association (LCA) Vice President Michel Vallee, during the LCA's monthly meeting at Petro d'Ottawa, 40 Cobourg Street, on the evening of Monday, June 8. "She's wrong. It's clear, we can cite a lot of research."
Aubin said that, for him, even getting a photo radar ticket in the mail weeks after breaking the speed limit, "long term, I'm still going to change my behaviour." 
He did sympathize with Meilleur's political position, noting that "The only reason that people don't want it (photo radar) is because they see it as a tax grab," something that may prove unpopular during these tough economic times. 
But Aubin replied by noting that, when it comes to King Edward Avenue, even though it carries truck traffic, "Madeleine, these aren't provincial highways. They're City owned. Should the City be told what to do by the province? We're asking you to use it in the city." 
"We got snookered. We didn't get our crosswalk, we didn't get speeds lowered. We hung our hats on photo radar," said LCA President Angela Rickman, at the meeting. "Fighting the battle over photo radar, we're fighting the City and the province." 
Rickman said she was not entirely surprised by Meilleur's response to an earlier letter from Aubin, since "the Minister of Transport told (the City of) Hamilton that they can't do photo radar." 
But even Rickman acknowledged the political price that the Ontario Liberals would face over such a decision. 
"They collect the fines, because it is a provincial fine. They'll be seen as the bad guys," Rickman conceded. 
"We will mount a publicity campaign. Photo radar will be part of it and we will show what she said," added Vallee. "I don't want to let this die because of one MPP...They're afraid to get negative political backlash." 
Vallee suggested that the LCA compose "a letter to the Minister of Transportation in support of the City's position." 
Some attendees however, urged the LCA to let the photo radar issue die, and devote its energies toward a larger issue. 
"We want a new bridge. That's what we'd like. Let's just fight for a bridge. Let's not worry about he small battles and let's win the war," said ByWard Market businessman Steve Moluk. "Pick your battles." 
In a follow-up email from Aubin on the morning of Wednesday, June 10, Aubin added that "I do intend to write back to Madeleine (Meilleur) and that while I appreciate her continued support, I will ask her to...explore options with Councillor Bedard. I want to give her an opportunity to demonstrate that we might have some other options available to slow down speeds on King Edward (Avenue)." 
The level of frustration felt by members of the board towards the ongoing desire to get trucks off of King Edward Avenue was evident last week. 
"I still think that we should blockade the road, to show them that we're serious," said an irate Rickman. "You don't need a permit to block the road. The Tamils have taught me that." 
While Rickman was merely speculating about such civil disobedience, she added that "it doesn't have to be a long blockade, maybe an hour...I think it's time to stop being polite." She added, more jokingly, that "I say we hold our Annual General Meeting in the middle of King Edward Avenue."

