Summary – King Edward Activities
(Submitted to Angela Rickman for the Lowertown Community Association meeting on November 12th, 2007)
Four Lanes on King Edward

-City Council voted 18-2 on the following motion:

“That Council receive this report for information and approve that, during the actual construction process which has reduced the number of lanes on King Edward Avenue from six to four, a feasibility study be undertaken to determine the impact of permanently reducing the Avenue to four lanes, and be completed while the lanes are reduced; and that the cost come from General Reserves at not more than $125,000.”
-John Buck is responsible for the study
-Marc Aubin will keep a close on this progress of this (ie Terms of Reference, each step in the process, etc)

-Will ensure that bike lanes and the section from Rideau to Laurier are included in the study

-Expected to be a long-term study

-Concern that transportation staff might try to bias this study

Inter-provincial Bridge

-The former minister of transportation of Ontario, Donna Cansfield, inspected King Edward this summer; she in turn wrote a letter to Transport Canada

-Michel Vallée and Bruce Baker attended a meeting with the Minister of Inter-governmental affairs of Quebec; thanks to Madeleine Meilleur to setting up the meeting

-The final Terms of Reference for the Inter-provincial bridge study were completed

-The same message is being passed around: speed up the process…

Bus Lay-bys

-Arrangements have been made to remove all parked buses off of King Edward and adjoining streets

Cathcart Cross-walk

-There’s a concern that due to a lack of support from city staff that they will try to postpone this work as long as possible

-They will be required to hire a consultant to find the best solution to make the crosswalk safe

Other Transportation News – Especially supporting 4-lane option

-A $195 million bus rapid transit system will be completed across Gatineau with 12 stations by 2010
-This will strongly support a reduction in lanes on King Edward, because there will be an alternative for Gatineau commuters

-Highway 50 between Gatineau and Montreal will be completed by 2010
-This could mean an alternative route for many of the trucks Montreal-bound using King Edward 
