King Edward Avenue Task Force, Routhier Community Centre, June 11th, 6-7PM 

Attendees: Louyse Chouinard, Suzanne Belanger, Ian Burgess, Dominique Boulais, Sarah Bonesteel, Klara van Beek, Liz MacKenzie, Barbara Myers, David Small, Michel Vallee, Bruce Baker, Marc Aubin. 

1 - King Edward Forum 

What went well? 

-The organizer's did a great job. 

-Excellent turnout from the community (80-100 people) 

-La Nouvelle Scène was very gracious for letting use its facility, which was excellent. 

What didn't go well? 

-The councilor was late and missed both the walkabout and slide show. 

-We should give ourselves more time to plan for such an event in future. 

-We should include more bilingualism. 

-The media did not show up at all. 

2 - Follow-up - Immediate Steps 

We agreed to take the following steps immediatly: 

-Present our petition along with a letter from both the Lowertown Community Association and King Edward Avenue Task Force to city council for the motion being passed this Thursday (Angela Rickman, Michel Vallee) 

-Contact councilors regarding the motion on the agenda for this Wednesday. (Everyone) 

-Contact Mayor O'Brien again for a personal viewing of the slide presentation (David Small) 

-Present the slide show to the Transportation Committee (possibly at the meeting on June 20th) (Bruce, Marc and ?) 

-Present a letter of endorsement for the final report from the Mayor's Task Force on Transportation; particularly the section regarding King Edward Avenue, the building of a bridge in the east end, and the removal of the truck route (David Small) 

-Present the slide show to Action Sandy Hill for their support (March 25th, 8:30PM) (Marc, Bruce?, Angela?) 

-Present the slide show to the National Capital Commission (Sarah Bonesteel) 

-Place the rest of the group's documentation on the Lowertown Community Association website. (Angela) 

3 - Strategy - Next steps 

-All agreed that we will need another more lengthy meeting to discuss our strategy in the short-term and long-term. This has been planned for the end fo the month. 

-Barbara Myers mentioned that we could undertake an bus idling mini-study. We can add this to the ideas. 

4 - Inter-provincial Bridge Crossings - Public Consultation Meeting 

-All agreed that we need to make a coordinated effort to ask the right questions at the meeting. Some suggestions might include the following. We'll need to assign these. Any volunteers? 

a) How can local associations get involved? Is there a mailing list? 

b) Can the study be divided in two, so that the focus is on the east first where the requirement is greatest? 

c) Is there any other way to speed up the process? 

d) The OMB passed a verdict in 1999 that stated the downtown truck route must be relocated to the new bridge in the east. Will the terms of reference be adjusted to reflect this? 

e) The residents of Lowertown want a reduction in lanes on King Edward. Will the terms of reference be adjusted to reflect this possibility? 

f) Other suggestions. 
Public Consultation Details 

Location: Ottawa City Hall, 110 Laurier Avenue W. 

Time: 5-7PM - Open House 

7-7:30PM - Presentation 

7:30-9:30PM - Questions & Comments 

-We will be pursuing our MP and MPP about speeding up the process and getting the funding in place (David Small) 

5 - Other Items 

Point Persons 

It's important to have people assigned to certain issues to keep the rest of the group informed and to spearhead that particular issue for us. For the time being, I suggest the following breakdown. If anyone wants to be added or removed as a point person for any of these issues, then let me know. We'll elaborate on these at our next meeting. 

-Cathcart Crosswalk (Angela Rickman, Michel Vallee) 

-4-lane Option & Bike Lanes (Marc Aubin) 

-Bridges and Trucks (David Small, Louyse Chouinard) 

-Bus Idling & Air Quality (Barbara Myers, Liz MacKenzie) 

Next Meeting - Brainstorming and Strategy Planning Session 

Planned for Thursday, June 28th, 7-9PM, Routhier Community Centre
