Sent May 24, 2008

I think you need to go one step further and suggest the next radical step: we need to put some of the roads in our city on a diet. King Edward Avenue is a perfect case study.

During the 2000-2002 period, residents in Lowertown fought tooth and nail for relief. The consultants insisted upon placing more value on Gatineau commuters' problems and totally disregarded the community downtown. Frankly, I think the quality of life of residents downtown really does deserve more value than a commuter being stuck in traffic for an extra few minutes. But who cares, Lowertown has the highest crime rate and poverty rate in the city. Surely this has nothing to do with the urban planning fiasco that is King Edward (sarcasm)?

King Edward is a residential street that was widened from 6 to 4 lanes about 40 years ago and used as a temporary truck route ever since. It is a disgrace in terms of human health and urban design.

One of the main recommendations made by the King Edward Avenue Task Force in 1999 was to reduce the street from 6 to 4 lanes. Revolutionary you say? The consultants predicted traffic chaos would ensue under such circumstances, but as I already well knew at the unripe age of 20, that would not have been the case.

The most incredible scenario has taken place since that time. Two years ago, King Edward between the Macdonald-Cartier Bridge and St. Patrick Street was reduced from 6 to 4 lanes. It has been like this for 2 years. Guess what? Traffic chaos did not ensue. In fact, being an analyst in transportation, I even asked for the data counts from before and after the street was reduced, and determined that there was a 9% reduction in traffic coming off the Macdonald-Cartier and 8% less on King Edward. In addition, there was no bleed-off onto other interprovincial bridges.

City council voted highly in favour of a $125K study to look at the impact of permanently reducing the street. Their support regarding this is actually a real miracle story. The unfortunate problem is that I suspect we face a bureaucracy at city hall that has no intention of supporting this process. Nevertheless, this question of road diets is the most radical and yet necessary next step in debating our transportation system. We can not have a system that destroys underprivileged people and lives to maintain the exclusive suburban dream.
