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Hi Lyndsay:
 
This is an informal follow-up to the meeting between Ministre Bradley and the two representatives of the Lowertown Community Association and King Edward Avenue Task Force. I would like to thank the Minister and yourself for having come down and inspected our neighbourhood. 
 
I have been a member of the King Edward Avenue Task Force for the past 10 years, since I was 18 years old, and I recently joined the executive of the Lowertown Community Association. My family has lived in this community for five generations. The problems on King Edward have been affecting the neighbourhood ever since the Macdonald-Cartier Bridge was constructed back in 1965. I can not emphasize enough the social injustice that is taking place in my community. Over the years, neighbourhoods and communities with better connections and money have led to several poor political decisions that have left King Edward and the Lowertown community in a terrible state. If you were informed of all of the circumstances and effects of this street on my community, you would most likely agree that the situation is disgraceful.
 
Ministre Bradley, as the provincial authority for transportation, has only one way he can affect this process and it is to insist upon the expedient planning and construction of bridges in Ottawa. First, let me mention by camparison, the City of Saskatoon and Ottawa. Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, with a population of 250,000 people has five bridges crossing the major river that runs through it. Meanwhile, Ottawa, the capital of the country and second biggest city in Ontario, with a regional population of 1 million (Ottawa-Gatineau), has 5 bridges. By the standard of Saskatoon, Ottawa should really have an additional 10 bridges. This city is grossly underserviced in terms of connections between the Gatineau and Ottawa Sides. The only bridge available to the bulk of the east end populations on both sides is the Macdonald-Cartier Bridge. There is in fact, no east-end bridge. It's really unbelievable when you look at a map and see this.
 
Ministre Bradley, if he cares about this situation, from both an economical and social justice perspective, needs to act upon it. He needs to insist that more money be infused into the environmental assessment process to accelerate the work. In addition, he needs to talk with Mr. McGuinty and both of them need to approach the federal government and tell them that bridges in Ottawa need to be a priority under the new Building Canada plan. Under this new $33-billion infrastructure plan, the minister could consider asking for money through the Gateways and Border Crossings Fund or even the up and coming P3 fund, which is for Public-Private Partnership Fund. Would not bridges be an excellent place to spend P3 money? They offer a simple situation where tolls can easily be applied to traffic.
 
Before I end this, I will also bring the following two links to your attention. The first is a video recapping the King Edward story. I would really like, if nothing else, that the Ministre take ten minutes and watch this video that we've posted to YouTube.com. The second is a link to our website where there is a wealth of information about King Edward.
 
Thank you for time, and again, I appreciate the attention that we are receiving for this issue. It really is time to move ahead and end this 4-decade long struggle.
 
1) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c0lT2VwybbY (remember to turn up the volume)
 
2) http://lowertown-basseville.ca/index/KingEdward.htm
 
Respectfully yours,
 
Marc Aubin,
41 Cathcart Street,
Lowertown, Ottawa

