	King Edward Avenue - Testing For Toxins in Residents‏

	From:
	M. S. Aubin (m_s_aubin_esq@hotmail.com)

	Sent:
	June 23, 2008 11:58:08 PM

	To: 
	healthsante@ottawa.ca


Dear Dr. Salisbury,
 
I need your help. I am writing regarding a health issue that may need your attention. My name is Marc Aubin and I have been a member of the King Edward Avenue Task Force since the age of 18. I am now 28, and also a member of the Lowertown Community Association.

It came to my attention in the past year that the number of trucks, cars and buses accumulating on King Edward Avenue may in fact be leading to serious exposure to deadly toxins originating mainly from particulate matter. The MOE, MOH, and City of Ottawa, are all looking at conducting further air quality tests on the avenue in the coming year, as I understand. According to my source, it appears that one of these bodies detected a serious problem and needs to conduct further testing.
 
This is just one drop in a bucket of terrible living conditions due to noise and pollution along this major truck route. it really is an injustice, Mr. Salisbury, when the poorest are exposed to this kind of pollution. There are three major homeless shelters directly or in the vicinity of this truck route, one day care, and the ward itself has the highest poverty rate in the city. 
 
It may sound strange, but our task force is in fact recommending that the street be reduced from 6 to 4 lanes. I work at Transport Canada, and many of my colleagues agree that while there may be more congestion, that the overall amount of traffic will be reduced, especially along King Edward. This will lead to a net decrease in localized pollution. It will also allow for the addition of 400 more trees, which would provide a buffer from both noise and pollution on the street.
 
The main reason for my email, Dr. Salisbury, is that I wanted to know if you could undertake an innovative approach to this. We have identified what is probably the most polluted residential street in Ottawa. Would it be possible to undertake a few tests of people who live directly along this avenue (whatever those tests would be) and determine the level of toxins in their bodies from the long-term exposure? Perhaps the results would be revealing. I have several individuals in mind that would be willing to volunteer.
 
What do you think? Please help.
 
Thanks for your time and hope to hear your thoughts.
 
Respectfully yours,
 
Marc Aubin,
Lowertown, Ottawa
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Remember that when you leave this earth, 
You can take with you nothing that you have received 
- only what you have given: 
a full heart enriched by honest service, love, sacrifice and courage. 

                                                                         -St. Francis of Assisi
