	Please, I need your advice - King Edward Avenue Task Force‏

	From:
	M. S. Aubin (m_s_aubin_esq@hotmail.com)

	Sent:
	June 23, 2008 11:12:08 PM

	To: 
	dshelly@thecitizen.canwest.com


Email sent to the senior editor of the Ottawa Citizen.

Dear Mr. Shelly,
 
What does one need to do to get notice of the media? I've been a member of the King Edward Avenue Task Force since I was 18, and I am now 28. I am also now an executive member of the Lowertown Community Association. In the ten years that I have been engaged in these two organizations, I have never once come into contact with a member of the media in person. We've had student journalists who have taken the effort to meet and talk with us, but it has been almost impossible to talk to the established media. Do you have any suggestions? Is it because we are one of the more poorer districts of the city? Forgive, but the following is just a taste of the stories that you have to dig into, and please see my web links below as well.
 
Mr. Shelly, there is a fierce battle that has been going on between the task force and the City of Ottawa for over 15 years, but the Ottawa Citizen has never more than scratched the surface of this story (although there's over a hundred stories going back 30 years in the local papers). There's the story of Ms. Angie Todesco who fought so hard during the 1980's and 1990's to get things going to get that street into shape, and her work culminated in a very important OMB battle back in 1999. There is the fact that there are 24 buildings in and around King Edward that are boarded up and abandoned, three major shelters, the highest poverty and crime rates in the city (ward 12). We've got stories of elderly people and young as well that have had their live ended under 18 wheeler trucks at the corner of Rideau. When we were finally going to get an improvement project going forward about 8 years ago, …  Delcan (Corporation) put a stop to it and turned the project into an infrastructure renewal and pork barreling opportunity. You could write a whole story on this man alone and his squeaky way of totally disregarding our community. There's also the story of Ms. Doris Momy who's house was expropriated in the 1960's to build a freeway that never happened on King Edward. She later wrote a book about what happened. Of course, one cannot talk of this avenue without talking about interprovincial bridges, and the way that well-connected and rich communities have managed over the course of 4 decades to bar any solutions to the problem while expecting the Lowertown community to be crushed under the wait of a heavy truck route. We have seriuos concerns, now, from the Ministry of Health regarding toxins in the air from too much bus and truck particulate matter. All the while, a daycare sits in the middle of all this. We're fighting tooth and nail currently on several issues, which I have still not mentioned, with a city bureaucracy that is either incompetent or obstructing the democratic process (details are available...).
 
My suggestion, Mr. Shelly, is that the Citizen needs to finally focus in on this issue and do some kind of an in-depth series. The issue ties in with so many of the problems currently facing this city and the dysfunction at city hall. The community of Lowertown has been living with quite an unjuste situation, and as a newspaper it's about time that you took notice and became a little more activist and involved in what's going on. I welcome any suggestions or invitations you might have. In fact, we would LOVE to hold a special meeting just to talk to one or more of your representatives. We've been waiting for the opportunity for years.
 
In the meantime, I beg you to have a look at the following video that we presented at a community forum over a year ago. While not one member of the media bothered to show up, we had over a hundred people attend. I have also provided a link to our website where you'll find a huge source of data on this topic. I really think that your readers would enjoy this story of a oncebeautiful street that was destroyed by incompetent planning, and all the sad but interesting struggles that have taken place over the past 4 decades. I implore you to take some interest.
 
Video about King Edward - Turn up the volume on your computer to listen:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c0lT2VwybbY
 
Website - Rich source of facts, history, and current issues:
http://lowertown-basseville.ca/index/KingEdward.htm
 
Respectfully yours,
 
Marc Aubin,
Lowertown
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Remember that when you leave this earth, 
You can take with you nothing that you have received 
- only what you have given: 
a full heart enriched by honest service, love, sacrifice and courage. 

                                                                         -St. Francis of Assisi
