Marc Aubin,

1-41 Cathcart Street, 

Ottawa, ON  K1N 5B7

(613) 298-6894
Councillor M. McRae,

City of Ottawa

Thursday, August 8th, 2007

Dear Councillor McRae,
This letter is regarding a motion that was passed at City Council on June 13th, 2007. The item was discussed at Transportation Committee on May 16th, 2007. 

Here’s the motion:

That the Transportation Committee recommend Council approve:

 

1.                  That a pedestrian crosswalk be installed at the intersection of King Edward Avenue and Cathcart Street.

 

2.                  That during the actual construction process, which has reduced the number of lanes on King Edward from 6 to 4, a feasibility study be undertaken to estimate the impact of permanently reducing the Avenue to four lanes.

Although the motion didn’t include a timeline for item # 2, Councillor Wilkinson did say the following at the committee, according to the minutes:

“Councillor Wilkinson suggested that the details of the funding needed to be clearer.  Therefore, she asked that the report be approved in principle, with staff reporting back within a month on how it would be funded.”
Three months have passed since this motion was discussed at committee. I checked the agenda for the joint Transportation/Transit Committee for next week, and again, the item is still not on the agenda. This means that it will not get back to the committee until at least 4 months after it was requested, and 3 months late. I’m concerned about project costs for the city.

I myself, and the others in the community, are concerned that the process is somehow being dragged out. The King Edward Renewal is in its second phase, and paving is already beginning between the Macdonald-Cartier Bridge and St. Patrick Street. This means that, if the study concludes that the 4-lane option is viable, then we’re going to have to tear up all of the sidewalks and extra lanes that we’re putting in right now. I think it is of the utmost urgency that city staff gets into gear with this estimate. They need to get back to the committee right away, and if the committee so decides, go ahead with an expedited study. This will prevent the potential waste of project funds on the King Edward Avenue Renewal project.

I’ve contacted you as the chair of the committee. I felt that you were probably in the best position to provide some advice regarding this situation. Perhaps you can look into it. Is it possible that city staff is dragging this process out due to their opposition to the four-lane option? I think this matter needs immediate attention. 

Any help would be appreciated. Thanks for all your support.

Yours truly,

Marc Aubin, 

Lowertown 

CC. Councillors Bédard and Wilkinson
