To: Staff of Her Excellency 

From: Marc Aubin, Ottawa 

Date: 9-Jul-2007 

Subject: King Edward Avenue and the Right Honourable Adrienne Clarkson 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

Would it be possible for you to forward this message to the Right Honourable Adrienne Clarkson? 

Please let me know if it would be in the current Governor's General's interest for a message to be sent to her in regards to this matter. Although it is of local concern, her Excellency may have some interest in the national significance that the issue can take. If it would be in her interest, we would even be willing to provide her with a formal presentation. We have in our possession an excellent review of the topic. 

To: The Right Honourable Adrienne Clarkson 

From: The King Edward Avenue Task Force, Lowertown, Ottawa 

Date: July 9th, 2007 

Madam Clarkson: 

It is with great pleasure that we discovered your association with King Edward Avenue in your early years. We were told that you had some wonderful memories of King Edward Avenue. Our organization has actively fought to restore King Edward Avenue to its former glory over the past 25 years. Different members of the community have taken up the issue over the years, and the work continues to improve the situation on King Edward Avenue. 

Did you know that King Edward Avenue was once part of the official route between the Parliament and the Governor General's residence? The Ottawa Improvement Commission, a fore-runner to the National Capital Commission, planted the original American elms on King Edward Avenue around 1900. Sussex Avenue later became the official route, and as you know, King Edward was destroyed after the construction of the Macdonald-Cartier Bridge in 1965. 

The City of Ottawa is currently undertaking a renewal of the street. Originally, the plan was touted to be an improvement, but as time passed the community realized that this was not really the case. One of our main suggestions was that King Edward should be reduced from 6 to 4 lanes to create a grand boulevard. Although city councillors were interested in the idea back in 2002, they deferred it. The consultants at the time from Delcan Corporation had convinced everyone that reducing lanes would lead to traffic chaos in the downtown. How could we argue against the engineers? 

Well, something very interesting has happened in the past year. King Edward was reduced from 6 to 4 lanes starting last summer. This was due to the reconstruction of the roadway. It is a 3-year project. For the past year, King Edward has been 4 lanes. The prediction of traffic chaos has just not materialized. We are in the process of convincing the City of Ottawa council that a 4-lane grand boulevard is possible. The council is sympathetic to the idea and is looking at the idea of studying the impact of the 4-lane option. Money is an issue, however. 

The reason for contacting you is to ask you, as a former resident, and former Governor General, if you would be able to support us in one of 2 ways: 

1) Could you write a letter of support for us to the City of Ottawa council? 

and/or 

2) Would you be able to work with contacts at the National Capital Commission to have King Edward Avenue re-designated an official part of the National Capital street network. This would allow for the NCC to provide funds for the implementation of the 4-lane option. 

If you have any other suggestions, then please share them with us. 

Photographs of King Edward Avenue have been attached for your interest. 

If you are really interested in this issue, then we also have an excellent slide presentation along with a music piece that we could share with you. 

We know that you are busy, and if you are not able to take the time to endorse this effort, we understand. 

With all our respect, we thank you for your time. 

Respectfully yours, 

Marc Aubin, 

King Edward Avenue Task Force 

