Monday, June 18th, 2007

King Edward Avenue Task Force,

c/o Marc Aubin,

1-41 Cathcart Street,

Ottawa, ON  K1N 5B7

(613) 298-6894,

m_s_aubin_esq@hotmail.com
ROCHE NCE,

202-100 Craig Henry Drive

Ottawa, ON  K2G 5W3

Dear Sir/Madam,

This letter is regarding the issue of King Edward Avenue in relation to the building of a new inter-provincial bridge. Since, 1986, the Lowertown Community Association and the King Edward Avenue Task Force have fought quite hard for 1) the removal of the truck route, and 2) the beautification of King Edward Avenue. It has been a long and difficult process for our community. There is still a strong sense of injustice regarding the widening of King Edward and the destruction of east Lowertown during urban renewal in the 1960’s. We hope that this bridge study will take our case into consideration.

1) Removal of the truck route from downtown Ottawa

There is no doubt that the most obvious problem on King Edward Avenue is the presence of large trucks. With no more than a few metres or less between residences and the street, this situation has been very difficult for the community to cope with. In 1999, the Ontario Municipal Board brought down a verdict stating that King Edward Avenue, Rideau Street, etc, the truck route downtown, must be removed and designated to the new bridge built in the east end of Ottawa. I have read the terms of reference for the project, but this does not seem to be clearly noted in them. If possible, please verify and insure that this OMB decision is directly reflected in the terms of reference.

2) Lane reductions on King Edward Avenue

I was a party to the environmental assessment for the King Edward Avenue Renewal during 2000-2002. The community made a concerted effort to have King Edward Avenue reduced from 6 to 4 lanes, so that a grand boulevard could be created. At the time, the consultants from Delcan Corporation told us that this would not be possible until other solutions were found, such as a bridge in the east end. The current bridge study should take this into account. Furthermore, this item has come before Transportation Committee and City Council once again. They are looking at the option of reducing lanes on King Edward Avenue right now. The current push is for the street to be reduced from 6 to 4 lanes between the Macdonald-Cartier Bridge and Rideau Street, and from 4 to 2 between Rideau Street and Laurier Avenue. We think, given the eventuality of this desire to reduce lanes, that this reduction in capacity on King Edward should be taken into consideration when determining the needs for a bridge in the east end.

3) T-Intersection at the Macdonald-Cartier ramps

A t-intersection was originally planned to replace the current on and off ramps to the Macdonald-Cartier Bridge. Again, Delcan Corporation was forced to remove this option for the same reason stated above. The consultants stated that the capacity was too high at this location for a t-intersection to go in, and that it would only be viable once another solution was found for decreasing the traffic, such as an east-end bridge. Please take this other eventuality into consideration as well.

4) Speeding up the process

The final comment that we would like to make regarding the environmental assessment is its length. We would like to see a streamlined process. For example, consideration should be given to splitting the study into two components. The greatest need for a bridge is in the east end. Even the recent report from the Mayor’s Task Force on Transportation makes note of this. An entire section was devoted to the issue of building a bridge in the east end to alleviate the truck traffic in the downtown of the nation’s capital. Given the lag in the study launch and the urgent need for the east-end bridge, we feel that the process for studying the eastern bridge options should be expedited as much as possible.

Please note that a CD has been provided with this letter. The files on it include a slide presentation regarding the problems on King Edward Avenue, and some of the recommendations that have been made by the community. The City of Ottawa is in the process of reviewing these recommendations for their implementation.

Thank-you for listening to our community, and please give serious consideration to our comments. Good luck with the study!

If you have any questions or comments, then please do not hesitate to contact me.

Respectfully yours,

Marc Aubin, 

King Edward Avenue Task Force

