Title: Four Lanes for King Edward Avenue

Text:

The City of Ottawa Transportation Committee is currently looking at the idea of reducing lanes on King Edward creating a grand boulevard.

In 2002, the environmental assessment for the King Edward Avenue Renewal was presented to the City of Ottawa Transportation Committee. It was no longer an “improvement project” as promised during the 1990’s to the community of Lowertown. The new catch phrase was “renewal project.” The final plan excluded a T-intersection to replace the on and off ramps of the Macdonald-Cartier Bridge, dedicated bicycle lanes, street-lane reductions, traffic calming, and reduction of truck, bus, or car traffic. The only real renewal going on right now is the replacement of underground utilities, repaving of the street surface, and some minor improvements.

One of the most effective solutions to the current King Edward problem would be the recommendation that the street be reduced from 6 to 4 lanes in Lowertown, and from 4 to 2 lanes in Sandy Hill. The benefits of this option include: a green buffer zone between the community and the traffic, reduction of noise and vibrations, shortening of crossing distances on the street, slowing down of speeding traffic, and creation of a spectacular streetscape for the community. 

The traffic engineers will tell you that King Edward Avenue could never be 4 lanes in its current state. Using their transportation modeling they would conclude, in theory, and very convincingly, that traffic chaos would ensue. Well, guess what? King Edward Avenue has been reduced to 4 lanes for the past year while construction takes place. Where’s the traffic chaos? Have the media been reporting on wild and horrendous traffic jams in central Ottawa? No. What does not work in theory does sometimes work in practice. King Edward with 4 lanes works in practice. Traffic engineers are not some kind of infallible gods. Lets stop trying to fool the good people of Lowertown. Give them something truly worthwhile until a bridge is built in the east and the downtown truck route removed. The 4-lane option is an equitable solution.

Note: This letter was not published.

