Tue 08/05/2007 3:42 PM

From: angdave@istar.ca

To: 'Marcia Almey'; 'Bruce Baker'; 'Barbara Myers'; Aubin, Marc; michelvallee@rogers.com; lbernstein@nobelwomensinitiative.org; 'David Small'; valproctor@ncf.ca; Sarahbonesteel@yahoo.ca; 'Mathieu Eidus'; nancy.colton@sympatico.ca; 'Currier, Louise'; wtleroux@gmail.com; 'John Pittman'

Subject: King Edward Group

Hi all. 

I am sending this out to everyone who indicated that they were interested in continuing to communicate with the group on King Edward Avenue issues, or just wanted to be kept informed. I think I may be missing a couple of names, so if you notice someone is missing, please forward this message and let me know so that I can add them. Of course if you prefer to be removed from this list, let me know as well. 

At our meeting on Monday, May 7th, we discussed our positions/demands, and set some priorities. This is a very brief synopsis of some of the main points we discussed. 

We first discussed what it was we wanted, and how we thought we could get it. Following some brainstorming, we decided that it would be preferable to simplify our message and focus on 3 or 4 main "demands"; 1)pollution,buses and idling, 2)pedestrian and cyclist safety and crosswalks, 3)truck traffic and another bridge, and 4)a study on reducing King Edward to 4 lanes. Many of these are inter-related, and none of this is designed to ignore the myriad other issues. Rather, we felt it would be useful to have some tangible issues with which we could measure our representatives action (or lack thereof). People in attendance last night took on some of the issues in order to do some background research and develop well-constructed arguments. If you are interested in working on any of these issues, please let the list know. 

In addition, we decided to hold a community forum on May 31 (fallback date is June 1st), and to invite our elected representatives at each level (fed., prov., and munic.) as well as Jacques Legendres, Dalton McGuinty, John Baird, Larry O'Brien, Russell Mills (NCC) and the chair of the STO. We also will invite Action Sandy Hill and the New Edinburgh Community Association to come, as well as the relevant BIAs. (I have attached a draft letter of invitation for those of you who volunteered to contact various panelists) 

The reasons we are holding the forum sooner, rather than later are as follows: 

· with an upcoming provincial election and a potential for a federal one, there is substantially more attention being paid to constituents' concerns, and it makes sense to strike while the iron is hot; 

· it makes sense to study the impact of lane reductions while the lanes are actually reduced 

· if we undertake a study on traffic impacts, it must be done before the interprovincial bridge at St. Patrick is closed and traffic is re-routed to the King Ed. bridge 

· we have waited many many many years for action, and if we wait until fall, we will have let another year go by; 

· the consultation process on the new bridge is about to begin and we as a community are not represented, and this is not acceptable; and 

· no time like the present. 
We will invite the politicians and the media to do a quick study tour on foot of the area before the meeting in order to show them first-hand what our concerns are. 

Some in the group took on pursuing individual invitees to ensure their participation. We are seeking an appropriate venue. Some possibilities include Le nouvel scene on King E., the Ottawa Little Theatre, le Patro, the Guiges centre, and de la Salle high school. Because of the study tour, we would like to have a location as close as possible to King Edward Avenue. 

A suggestion was made to develop a slide show/powerpoint presentation with photos of traffic, buses, etc. on King E and the occasional statistic peppered through (eg. 60,000 cars per day use King Edward Avenue). 

Any other suggestions are welcome. If anyone has any points that I missed, please send them out to the group. 

We will meet again to discuss our progress at 6 pm on May 14th before the community association meeting. 

Thanks 

Angela 

