RE: Highway 5 - Gatineau‏ 

From: Cardinal, Hanako (Hanako.Cardinal@mtq.gouv.qc.ca) 

 You may not know this sender.Mark as safe|Mark as unsafe 

Sent: January 14, 2008 11:16:32 AM 

To:  m_s_aubin_esq@hotmail.com 

Cc:  Henry, Jacques (Jacques.Henry@mtq.gouv.qc.ca); Baby, Paul (Paul.Baby@mtq.gouv.qc.ca); Brazeau, Mireille (Mireille.Brazeau@mtq.gouv.qc.ca) 

Dear Mr. Aubin, 

We acknowledged your concerns regarding urban planning in Québec and thank you for your interest. 

The gouvernement du Québec has developed orientations regarding urban planning that aim to control urbanization and its impacts. The orientations concerning specifically the urban growth management are as follow:

§         Consolidate the existing urban zones and prioritize the revitalization of central districts and old urban core;

§         Orientate urban extension towards zones that can accommodate the development in a sustainable way;

§         Promote an integrated development approach for the whole urban agglomeration.

For this purpose, the gouvernement du Québec promotes the maintenance and the improvement of the existing facilities, infrastructures and collective services in the existing urban zones. 

As an important stakeholder in the land use planning, the ministère des Transports du Québec (MTQ) considers it important to promote an urban form that limits the social and environmental impacts. The MTQ’s mission is to ensure the mobility of passengers and freight through the development, planning and operation of efficient, safe and integrated transportation networks that contribute to Québec’s sustainable development. The MTQ realizes its mission with a constant concern of the impacts of its interventions on the urban planning and the environment.

The MTQ’s strategic choices focus on the maintenance, improvement and optimization of existing infrastructures and transportation networks rather than the development of new road infrastructures. Moreover, the MTQ identifies the increased use of mass transit and non-motorized modes as a priority. In this regard, the MTQ has adopted a new public transit policy in 2006 (“Pour offrir de meilleurs choix aux citoyens”) that aims an increased use of mass public transit regarding passenger transportation in both urban and rural areas.

Finally, instead of converting the Highway 5 to an urban boulevard, the MTQ intents to increase the supply of mass transit services. Indeed, the MTQ considers that an increase of use of public transit, a higher residential and employment density and a better management of transportation demand are key solutions to limit the need for new road infrastructures. 

Yours truly, 

Hanako Cardinal, géogr. M.Sc.

Ministère des Transports

Direction de l'Outaouais

Service des inventaires et du plan

170, rue de l'Hôtel-de-Ville, 5e étage

Gatineau (Québec) J8X 4C2

Tél.: (819) 772-3107 poste 311

Téléc.: (819) 772-3338

hanako.cardinal@mtq.gouv.qc.ca

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

De : M. S. Aubin [mailto:m_s_aubin_esq@hotmail.com] 

Envoyé : 6 janvier 2008 14:55

À : Transports Québec, Communications

Objet : Highway 5 - Gatineau

Dear Sir/Madam,

This letter is regarding Highway 5 in Gatineau. I’m writing specifically about the section between the Macdonald-Cartier Bridge and Highway 50, but some of my questions relate to highways and urban planning in general. Can you answer the following questions?

1) What is the Government of Quebec’s policy regarding urban sprawl?

2) What kind of strategies does the Government of Quebec have for dealing with urban sprawl?

3) What is the Government of Quebec’s policy regarding using highways within cities versus highways outside of cities?

4) Does the Government of Quebec agree that urban sprawl is a result of urban highways?

5) Is Highway 5 built for commuter or general traffic?

6) If there was no commuter traffic on Highway 5, then would the current capacity and highway configuration be justified?

7) Would the Government of Quebec ever consider converting Highway 5 between the Macdonald-Cartier Bridge and Highway 50 to a beautified, at-grade, urban arterial/boulevard? (similar to the recently completed axe Allumeteries)

8) I believe that there would be several benefits to converting the highway:

-Increased development space in the downtown core of Gatineau; people could live closer to downtown and selling the land could pay for the conversion of the highway

-A reduction in the maintenance costs of all the grade separations along this section of Highway 5, since they would now be at-grade

-Encouragement of commuters to use the transit system, especially the Bus Rapid Transit system that is going to open in 2011 in Gatineau

-Beautification of a highway that is very ugly and inhuman

            -Discouragement of any further urban sprawl in Gatineau

Are there any other benefits to this proposal, and what would be the negative impact?

If you are not able to reply, because I am a resident of Ontario, then I will ask my mother to send the letter instead. She lives in Gatineau.

Thank you for your time, and I hope that you are able to come up with some answers. I know that the Government of Quebec is forward-looking and socially-minded, so I hope to hear some positive comments.

Respectfully yours,

Marc Aubin,

1-41 Cathcart Street, 

Ottawa, ON  K1N 5B7
