-----Original Message-----

From: Angie Todesco [mailto:Angie.Todesco@csps-efpc.gc.ca]

Sent: Tuesday, January 29, 2008 5:47 PM

To: Aubin, Marc

Subject: RE: Previous OMB appeals

Hi Marc, 

The website looks great! Do you help maintain it? I noticed , however, that there was no link to the Rideau Street BIA. If the King Edward Ave Task Force had any  effect through the OMB , it was because of the superb work of Joshua Moon and the financing of the Rideau Street BIA. The ByWard Market BIA just kept their head down and pretended that it wasn't their problem.

We went to the OMB very early on in our history to present when the New Edinbourgh Community Association challenged the Official Plan of the time and wanted the Vanier Parkway Extension removed. We only had presenter status or something like that, because it was too late for us to have intervenor status. But we were very effective withour presentation and our video just blew them away. The result was that the Region was able to keep the Vanier Parkway extension proposal in the Official Plan. Fast forward to 1999 and now we have the City arguing against us and putting forward evidence why the Vanier Parkway extension was to be removed. That's politics for you.

The other OMB was fairly minor: we challenged the plan that the Bourque family had put forward to the City  to convert the property on the SE corner of King Edward and St. Patrick (sadly still empty)into a parking lot. Our only alternative was to go to the OMB and we were able to win our case. Our argument was that a parking lot would make our street even more desolate and ugly and that an empty lot would hopefully motivate the Bourques to develop something more community oriented. In retrospect, maybe a parking lot would have provided a bit more animation but possibly not of the right kind!

All the best, 

Angie

