Tue 03/07/2007 4:31 PM – Tolling inter-provincial bridges in Ottawa

Hi Everyone: 

Here's an email from the NCC regarding the tolling of bridges in Ottawa. Tolling of the bridges during commuting hours would encourage more people to take the bus, not drive during those hours, or share rides. The NCC does not appear to favour this idea; nevertheless, if any transportation planners try and tell you that there are no other alternatives for traffic being removed from King Edward, then this is one that you can mention. 

-Marc Aubin, 

Lowertown 

-----Original Message-----
From: Simonyi, Gabrielle [mailto:GSimonyi@ncc-ccn.ca]
Sent: July 3, 2007 8:25 AM
To: Aubin, Marc
Cc: NCCinfoCCN; steven.taylor@nceltd.com; Keklikian, Arto
Subject: Tolling inter-provincial bridges in Ottawa

Thank you for your interest in NCC's initiatives dealing with transportation. In response to your questions below, the NCC does not have a specific Transportation Department , however transportation planning studies and projects are within the NCC's Capital Planning and Real Asset Management Branch's mandate. You may want to access NCC's website for more information regarding its mandate and organizational structure.
With respect to your second question dealing with tolling: while tolling the two existing interprovincial crossings owned by the NCC has been raised before on occasion, there have not been any detailed studies on the issue by the NCC. Tolls are usually considered in the context of who pays for transportation and the cost of traffic congestion. They have traditionally been used to finance highway or bridge projects, have more recently been viewed as a tool for managing demand, and are considered by many as a form of taxation.
Public support for tolls is key. The level of support for tolls varies significantly depending on how the issue is framed, usually being higher for new infrastructure and lower for existing.
In the Supportive documents of the Terms of reference of the Interprovincial Crossing Environmental Assessment Study currently underway, the Consultants, NCE/Roche, addressed the tolling and is not recommending this as the solution to the problem. The consultant has a preliminary conclusion that land use controls such as tolling are not a stand alone solution. Although tolling can be documented as an available demand management method, based on previous involvement with the project at a political level this has not had strong support. This management method does not address one of the key study issues of finding a solution for heavy trucks. This also conflicts with the freedom of movement between two provinces and can be considered to impact the movement of Federal employees that are intentionally placed proportionately on each side of the river. The EA has focused on having a future plan to be implemented in the the east and west if and when it is decided to be implemented. The decision on how to fund a project can be made after the EA and tolling can be considered for the new link at that time. This will be a political decision and will not effect the environmental clearance of the EA.
Thank you,

From: NCCinfoCCN 
Sent: Wednesday, June 27, 2007 11:07 AM
To: 'AUBINMA@tc.gc.ca'
Subject: RE: Tolling inter-provincial bridges in Ottawa

Thank you for contacting the National Capital Commission (NCC) and for your interest in the interprovincial crossings environmental assessment.

In response to your e-mail, we have forwarded your ideas and comments to the Senior Project Manager for the Interprovincial Crossings Environmental Assessment Study. We would also like to invite you to consult the Interprovincial Crossings Environmental Assessment Web site at www.ncrcrossings.ca/en/home.html Since this site is well detailed, most of your general questions should be answered.

Please rest assured that your interest in the inter-provincial bridge is of great importance to us.

If you have any other questions, comments or suggestions, please let us know.
Telephone: 613-239-5555
Toll free: 1-800-704-8227
E-mail: info@ncc-ccn.ca

Information Service
National Capital Commission

-----------------------------------------------------------------------
Original Message:

Dear Sir/Madam,

I have a few questions.

1) Is there a transportation department at the NCC? How is it structured?

2) Has the National Capital Commission in conjunction with Transport Canada ever considered tolling all of the inter-provincial bridges in Ottawa during commuting hours? This might be an interesting idea or pilot given the growing support for congestion taxes and road pricing. This may encourage more people to ride buses, bike, and live near where they work. It would also provide money to pay for the on-going study of the inter-provincial bridge options, maintenance of the current bridges, and the construction of future structures in the national capital. If you have already considered this option, then please let me know what the results of your analysis were.

Thank you.

Respectfully yours,

Marc Aubin
